CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Items needed:  

1. The pulpit is removed to facilitate the children’s candlelight hour.  
2. Request that no one be seated under the balcony on the sides.  Rope off these sections.

3. Candles for everyone.  Distribute the candles at the door as people enter.
4. Candle display on the communion table from which all of the other candles will be lit.  

5. Two boxes at the rear of the auditorium to collect the candles at the end of the service.  

6. Candles for the two reader’s stands and piano to provide enough lighting for the readers/pianist.

7. Three small flashlights: pulpit for readings, sound technician, and singers.  

8. Microphone at the speakers stands for the readers.  

9. Microphone/stand on floor level for singers.  

Announcements (Be sure everyone has a candle.)
Opening Prayer.  

Song:  Angels We Have Heard On High (receive the offering)
(children assemble on center stage at this time)
Turn off all auditorium lighting except the Christmas lights.  This will be done by _____
Pastor hosts the Children Candlelight Hour.  The Christmas candle is in the center.      
Children return to their seats as ________ leads everyone in “The Light of the World is Jesus.”  
After finishing the song, all remaining lighting to the auditorium is turned off in order to accentuate the candlelighting.

Begin Adult Program:  What The Light Means To Me

Song:  O Holy Night by ________ (no lights)
· During this song the ladies will come from the back of the church, use their already lit candles to light the candles on the speaker’s stands, piano, and any other designated areas.
· At the same time ________will sing without instruments from center stage.  This will allow the candle ladies to move freely.  
Reader #1 ________ (Brings own candle to the communion table, lights it, then moves to the speaker’s stand and reads.) - The Bible gives us the testimony of how the Samaritan woman got saved.  She told the town, “Come, see a man who told me everything that I ever did.  Is not this the Christ?”  Likewise, I have my own testimony of what Jesus has done for me.  
Reads personal testimony.
Reader #2 ________ (Brings own candle to the communion table, lights it, then moves to the speaker’s stand and reads.) - The Bible gives us the testimony of how the Apostle Paul got saved.  He saw a bright light on the road to Damascus, and cried out, “Lord, what do you want me to do?”  I may not be as great as the Apostle Paul but, I, too, have my own testimony of what Jesus has done for me.  
Reads personal testimony.
Special Music:  ________
Reader #3 ________ (Brings own candle to the communion table, lights it, then moves to the speaker’s stand and reads.) - Have you ever read the blind man’s testimony in John chapter 9?  This man met Jesus and was healed on the outside as well as on the inside.  He then said, “One thing I know…I once was blind, but now I see.”  The song Amazing Grace contains the line, “I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see.”  Let me share with you my own experience.  

Reads personal testimony.
Reader #4 ________- confirmed  (Brings own candle to the communion table, lights it, then moves to the speaker’s stand and reads.)  - The story of the Philippian jailer’s salvation is a wonderful story to me.  He said, “Sir, what must I do to be saved?” and Paul said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.”  The jailer believed, was saved, and baptized that same hour.  Isn’t it great to be saved?  Here is how it happened in my life.  
Reads personal testimony.
Special Music:  ________
Reader #5 ________ (Brings own candle to the communion table, lights it, then moves to the speaker’s stand and reads.) - The thief on the cross was saved from a devil’s hell with only minutes to spare!  As he was dying, he looked to Jesus in faith believing and said, “Remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  Jesus said, “Today you shall join me in paradise.”  I can look forward to that same promise…to sharing paradise with Jesus for all eternity with so many of my loved ones!  Here is my story.  
Reads personal testimony.
Reader #6  ________ (Brings own candle to the communion table, lights it, then moves to the speaker’s stand and reads.) –  
Pastor:  Do you have a similar story?  Do you know what it means to come to the light, embrace the light, Jesus Christ, and commit your life, your future, your all to Him?   Perhaps you have never turned away from your sin and turned your life over to Jesus.  

But tonight is the time for you to do so.  God is speaking to your heart right now; you are now ready to turn your life over to Him and trust Jesus as your way to heaven.  

Have I just described you?  If the answer is yes then let me lead you in praying to Jesus.  Just say these words with all of your heart and repeat after me.  

(Pastor leads the audience in the sinner’s prayer.)

Pastor:  If you prayed that prayer with me then I want to meet you at the end of this service.  I have a book I want to give you that will help you start your Christian life.  Please see me at the end of this service.  

Pastor:  We will now light our own candle. Our ladies will light the candle on the end of each row.  Please light the candle of the person next to you until all of the candles in your row are lit then Brother ________will lead us in some of our favorite Christmas songs.  

(No piano music for the rest of the service.)
(Instructions:  The ladies will light their own candles from the large candle in the center of the display.  They will proceed to light the candles on the end of each row.  The ladies will then be seated near the back so they can collect the candles as everyone leaves.)

________ (Note:  These songs will not appear on the screen.  The screen produces too much light.):  We are now going to sing some of our favorite Christmas songs without the piano.   At some point I will raise my candle into the air in tribute to my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Please raise your candle at the same time.  

· Silent Night - vs 1, 4

· Away in a Manger - vs 1

· Joy to the World - vs 1, 4

· O Come All Ye Faithful – vs 1, 3 (Raise your candle high into the air as you begin verse three).
________ leads the audience in extinguishing their candles.

Pastor:  In just a moment we will be dismissed.  Please take your candle to the rear of the church and put it in the box.  May each of you have a very merry Christmas!
Dismissal prayer.  (Lights are turned on during the prayer.)  
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