
AM I DOWN AND OUT OR UP AND IN?

Many years ago on Christmas Eve a wealthy businessman hurried into a butcher shop just before closing time.  The butcher asked, “Are you here to buy your Christmas turkey?”  The wealth businessman answered, “No.  I am here to buy hot dogs.”  

He then explained what had happened back in the days of the Great Depression.  One of the banks had gone bankrupt and his fortune had been totally wiped out.

He then faced that next Christmas with no job, with no money for gifts, and less than a dollar for food.  He and his wife and his small daughter said the blessing before Christmas dinner and then ate hot dogs.  

His wife had taken each hot dog and added toothpick legs to the hot dog along with tails made out of broom straw along with whiskers made out of the same straw.  The little girl was thrilled – she thought that was the best thing she had ever seen.  
The man finished the story by saying, “Now it’s a tradition.  We have hot dogs for Christmas to remind us of that happy day when we still had each other and our God-given sense of humor.”

· Question:  How bad does it have to be for you to be really down and out? 

· How good does it have to be for you to be really up and in?  

Title:  Am I  Down and Out or Up and In?  Text: Matthew 2:1-12, 6:33.  
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”  
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  So they said to him, 
 “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.’” 
Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also.”  
When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.  And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. 
And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for their own country another way.

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.  Matthew 6:33, NKJV

I remember meeting Mr. Coppinger who lived in a mansion on Signal Mountain during my college days at Tennessee Temple.   This man had made one million dollars on just one stock investment called CNA Financial.  I remember how the people always treated him as someone very special.  When they spoke to him they always referred to him as “Mister.”  They never referred to me by that title.  

If you compared the two of us Mr. Coppinger would be classified as one of the up and in and I would be classified as one of the down and out.  

But would that classification be right?  Was this multimillionaire really one of the up and in?  And was I really one of the down and out?  And which one of the two would you yourself happen to be?  

Are you one of the down and out or are you one of the up and in?  

And most important of all, how do you tell the difference?

The Christmas story consists of four different sets of characters. Which set of characters represents you?  Let’s find out.  

Set of characters #1 - the wise men who come from the east.  
We often sing at Christmas, “We three kings of Orient are, Bearing gifts we traverse afar, Field and fountain, moor and mountain, Following yonder star.”  These wise men come from the distant land of Iran.  Their caravan is perhaps a hundred yards long – if you were to see them crossing the desert you would be very impressed with them!
These wise men represent the up and in – those who have plenty of money, clothes, prestige, education, wisdom.  But there is also something else which is very unique about these people who are so up and in.

The Bible says they travelled at least one year and perhaps even two years for one specific reason.  That reason is not to make some new real estate investment; get away from the stress of Wall Street; or sign a new trade agreement with a foreign country!
But these men have come to share their wealth with the Lord God Almighty who has just come to the earth!  Vs 11 says, they “fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”
One person said, “Instead of the wise men being possessed by their riches God Himself was in possession not only of their riches but also of everything else which they owned.” 
King Herod asked, “Don’t you have anything better to do?”  They said, “Can you think of anything better to do than to worship the King of Kings?  Our goal in life is to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness! If God gives us a million dollars on this trip then to God be the glory!  But if God makes us broke on this trip then to God be the glory for that, too!”

These wise men are not only up and in as far as the world is concerned but they are also up and in as far as God Himself is concerned, too!

1. It is said that L. G. LeTourneau, the builder of the giant road making equipment, gave 90% or more of his income to the work of the Lord. 

2. William Colgate, some of you use his toothpaste, started out tithing then went to twenty percent then thirty percent then one half and finally all of his income went to the Lord’s work.  

3. Henry Crowell, one of the founders of Quaker Oats, gave enormous amounts of money to the Moody Bible Institute.  He said, “For over forty years I have given sixty or seventy per cent of my income to God.  I have never gotten ahead of God. He has always been ahead of me.”  

4. The same was true for the wise men!  Nothing else mattered but coming to worship the King!

Question:  Do the wise men represent you?

you may be up and in  in the eyes of the world 
but are you also up and in  in the eyes of God?

There was a missionary to China who was more familiar with Chinese affairs than any other man in his time.  One of the big oil companies tried to hire his services.  The oil company sent a representative to offer the missionary a salary of ten thousand a year.  That money would be worth about a million dollars a year now.  The missionary refused.  

The representative raised the salary to twenty-five thousand dollars. The missionary again refused.  The representative then invited the missionary to set his own salary.

The missionary said, “The salary you have offered is large enough.  I am making only twelve hundred a year as a missionary.  It is not your salary that is too small – it is your job that is too small!  I have a bigger job than you could possibly offer!”  

That is what it means to be up and in  in the eyes of God!

Set of characters #2 -   King Herod and His advisors in the throne room.  This is where it gets really interesting so pay close attention.  

Who was this man named King Herod?  Herod was the King of Israel at this time.  He was a ruthless king…before the Christmas story is over Herod will murder all the Bethlehem children under the age of two!  Why?  Because he hopes to murder the Lord Jesus Christ and remove a challenge to his throne!
Verse 13 says, “an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, ‘Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.’”
In the eyes of the world Herod and his political advisors also represent the up and in!  These men represent the establishment of their day; make the laws and set the rules; have the greatest amount of power; have worked all of their lives to get where they are but these men are just the opposite of the wise men.  
King Herod and the wise men are both considered to be up and in as far as the world is concerned but yet they are totally opposite in how they treat the Lord Jesus Christ.  

They are also totally opposite in how God treats them!

What does that tell us?  It tells us that you can be up and in in the eyes of the world but at the same time be down and out in the eyes of God.  

King Herod and his advisors represent the up and in as far as the world is concerned but they represent the down and out as far as God Himself is concerned because God is not a part of their lives.
Do King Herod and his advisors represent you?  Up and in, in the eyes of the world but down and out in the eyes of God?
Once upon a time there was a miser who used to bury his gold at the foot of a tree in his garden.  Once every week this miser would uncover his gold and gloat over his gains.  A thief happened to see this miser gloating over his gold.  The thief waited until the miser left then dug up the gold and ran away.

One week later the miser returned to once again gloat over his gold.  This time, however, he found nothing but an empty hole.  The miser made such an uproar that the entire neighborhood came to see what had happened.  

A neighbor listened to the story then asked, “Did you ever take out any of your gold?”  The miser said, “No, I only came to look at my gold.”
The neighbor then said, “Well, come again and look at the hole.  It will do you just as much good today as it did before.”

Point:  All the gold in the world may make you up and in in the eyes of the world but it will never make you up and in in the eyes of God!
Set of Characters #3 - Joseph and Mary, the step-father and mother of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
 In the eyes of the world Joseph and Mary represent the down and out!  They have very little in the way of worldly possessions:  just some clothes and a donkey.  They are so poor they have to offer one of the poor people’s sacrifices!  They have clearly lost control of their future – Mary is pregnant and needs to be off her feet – instead she is traveling by donkey to Bethlehem so Joseph can pay his taxes!  Then they arrive in Bethlehem and there is no place for them to stay except a stable!  

Some of you were born in a house rather than the hospital.  A little boy asked Dr. Lakin, “Preacher Lakin, why were you born at home instead of a hospital?”  He said, “It’s because I wanted to be near my mother, that’s why!”
Some of you were born at home but Jesus wasn’t even born in a home!  Mary and Joseph are as bad off as anyone can be!  

But let me tell you what they did have:
1. They had the presence of God –Matthew 1:20 says (everyone read it with me), “An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph,...do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”  Can you think of any safer place than to be surrounded by the angels of God?  They are guarded by the angels every step of the way!

2. They also had the promise of God.  Matthew 1:23 says, “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son” – not may bring forth a son but shall with certainty.  Nothing will hinder that!

3. Third, they had the people of God.  The first to visit were the shepherds who came in the door praising and went out the door rejoicing!  Can you imagine shepherds knocking on your stable door and saying we have been sent by the angels!  “Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth, goodwill toward men.”
4. Last, they had the provision of God - the wise men brought expensive gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to pay all of Mary and Joseph’s bills.

What does that tell us?  It tells us that you can be down and out in the eyes of the world but at the same time be up and in, in the eyes of God!

Question:  which of the two would you rather be?

Up and in in the eyes of the world or up and in in the eyes of God?  

Dr. Tom Malone went to Bob Jones College to study for the ministry.  He borrowed five dollars to buy his railroad ticket from Sheffield, Alabama to Cleveland, Tennessee which is where Bob Jones College was at that time. He was down and out in the eyes of the world but he went to school with a deep conviction that God had called him to the ministry.

But Tom Malone had no money.  His dear mother made $17.50 a week clerking in a store.  She would send him three or four dollars out of her check.  
In the first three and one half years the treasurer of Bob Jones College came to him twelve times and said, “Tom, you’ll have to go home.”  Tom walked twelve times out to the highway with his heart broken and hitchhiked his way back home where he preached and raised a little money so he could go back to school.  

One time he had enough money to take a bus ride for part of his trip.  He was about ready to call it quits.  He sat by a young man and asked the young man if he was a Christian.  The young man answered, “Yes, I am.  But I am the sorriest one that ever lived.”  

Tom said, “No, you’re not.  I am.”  The young man insisted, “No, I am.”  They almost got in a fight about who was down and out the most.

Tom said, “Why do you say that about yourself?”  

The young man said, “God called me to preach.  I went to school and managed one year.  Then I gave up and walked away from the ministry.  I’m not studying and I’m not preaching and I have given up what I believe was a divine call upon my life.”  

Tom Malone listened to that story then said within himself, “If there is a God on His throne and He answers prayer, I’ll never give up.”  

Well, thirteen years later, in 1948, Tom Malone finished his four years of education and received his diploma and went on to become one of the greatest preachers in America.  

Thirteen years for a down and out to get four years of college in order to be up and in with God!

Do Joseph and Mary describe you?  Down and out in the eyes of the world but up and in in the eyes of God?

Set of Characters #4 - the people of Bethlehem.
Verse 1 says that Jesus was born in a poor little burg beside the road known as Bethlehem of Judaea.  The population of the village was less than one hundred but there were hundreds more living outside the burg.   
Here is the big issue.  These people had the King of Kings born in their village…where, though, was the crowd to worship Him?  The only people who came to worship are people from outside the village…shepherds came from outside…wise men came from a great distance!  The people of Bethlehem have only a short distance to walk…where was the inn keeper?  Where was the mayor?  Welcoming committee?  

The wise men were seeking the king; Herod was opposing the king; Mary was giving birth to the king; And the population was ignoring the king!
I remember when the first American astronauts landed on the moon.   The President said, “The planting of human feet upon the moon is the greatest moment in human history.”  But a man of God said, “With all due respect, the greatest moment in human history was not when man set foot upon the moon but when the infinite and eternal God set foot on the earth in Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Yet everyone in Bethlehem is missing it!  

The Bible says in the ninth chapter of the book of Isaiah “Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.”  

No wonder there was a great crowd of angels praising God but where is the population of Bethlehem?

Not only are they down and out in the eyes of the world but they are also down and out in the eyes of God.  

I wonder:  Do these people describe you?  

Down and out not only in the eyes of the world 
but also down and out in the eyes of God?
There was an artist who had a studio on the second floor of a downtown building.  This artist could see the large crowds of people rushing around on the streets.  A beggar would come each morning and plead with the people for just a few coins.  

One day the artist invited the beggar into his studio.  The artist showed his latest painting to the beggar.  The beggar looked at the man in the painting and asked, “Who is it?”  The artist said, “This is you.”

The beggar was astonished.  He cried out, “Me!”  The artist said, “Yes, that is what I see in you.”

The beggar looked at the artist and said, “If that is the kind of man you see in me then that is the kind of man I am going to be.” 

Maybe in the eyes of the world you’re one of the down and out and you have nothing at all!

Maybe in the eyes of the world you’re one of the up and in and you are in total control.  

The truth is it doesn’t really matter which group 
the world sees you in.

What matters the most of all is which group God Himself sees you in!
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