ANOTHER CHRISTMAS TALE

By Doug Carroll
Cast

Sheriff – Doug Carroll

Andrew Lewis – Bill Lewis

Miss Colley – Breianna Colley

Miss Ruthie – Ruthie Easterling

Amanda – Amanda McCoy
Nathan – Nathan Gillispie
Kelsey – Kelsey Prichard

Zack – Zack McCoy

Katlyn – Katlyn Prichard

Delaney – Delaney Harris

Abby – Abby Gillispie

Sarah – Sarah Allen

Dakota – Dakota Harris

The Angel Marcus – Mark Wilson

Mrs. Blakely – Blake Bentley

Older Andrew – Chuck Lewis

(c) Doug Carroll 2007
Scene I

This scene opens with the Sheriff and Andrew walking down the path to the Baptist Orphans Home. 

Sheriff:  Andy, I’ve known your family all my life, your Dad was my best friend, I know that he wouldn’t want you to do this. Please think about what you’re getting ready to do.

Andrew: Sheriff that property is way too valuable to leave that rickety old orphan’s home standing on it. The orphans are just going to have to find someplace else to live. When my Dad signed that lease with them the property wasn’t worth that much but now that the interstate has come through that piece of property is prime real estate. 

Sheriff: That may be Andy, but throwing them out on Christmas Eve! Surely you have more of a conscious than that.

Andrew:  You know that I don’t really like throwing orphans out on the street, but if I don’t have them out by tomorrow night I stand to lose thousand’s, maybe millions. One of the things they taught me at Vanderbilt Law School was sometimes you have to make the hard decisions and when you do, get it over with and move on.

Sheriff:  Maybe I didn’t go to no fancy law school but my law book tells me that what you are doing is wrong.

Andrew:  (Throws his head back and laughs) And what law book is that pray tell?
Sheriff:  The Bible, it is the basis for all the laws we have today. Huh, It’s kind of ironic that now they won’t even let the Ten Commandments be posted in the court room. But you know the Bible tells us to take care of the widows and orphans. That’s the law that I follow.

Andrew: This court ordered eviction notice I have is all the law I need today. 
Sheriff:  Believe me Andy if it wasn’t for that I wouldn’t be here right now. Its times like this I don’t like my job very much. Let’s get this over with. 

(Andrew and the Sheriff walk over to the right hand door and Andrew knocks)(Miss Colley opens the door.) 
Miss Colley: Sheriff Hardcastle, Mr. Lewis won’t you come in.

Andrew: Yes Miss Colley we’ll just take a minute of your time.

(Both enter and come on thru the other door to the stage. As they enter the main curtains open.)

(The stage is setup to look like the common room of the orphanage. The kids are gathered around Miss Ruthie singing a Christmas carol. Everyone stops and watches until the song is over.)

Miss Colley: Sheriff Hardcastle, Mr. Lewis what can I do for you on this fine Christmas Eve.

Andrew: Miss Colley I came by and gave you your notice 30 days ago that you would have to leave. Your lease is up tomorrow and you have had proper notice.

Miss Colley: But, Mr. Lewis we haven’t been able to find any place that will hold all the children. Would you have us sleep on the street?

Andrew: That’s not my concern. Where you and all these kids sleep is your problem.

Miss Colley: You would throw us out on Christmas day. What kind of man are you.

Andrew: I am a business man Miss Colley, one that likes to make money. I don’t know what my Dad was thinking when he leased this place to you for a dollar a year, but I am not in the charity business. 

Miss Colley: Your Father was a good man and a good friend to the orphanage. We miss him dearly, I’m afraid you’ll never be half the man he was.

Andrew: That may be Miss Colley but he is no longer here and I’m the one running the business now. Sheriff, do your job.

Sheriff: Miss Colley, I am sorry I don’t like this one little bit but, here are the eviction papers and you have until noon tomorrow to be out or he will force me to put you out.  
Miss Colley: OK Sheriff, we will get our stuff together I am sure God will find a way to shelter us. If you could show yourselves out I will tell the kids.

(Andrew and the Sheriff exit stage right.)

Miss Colley: Children, children come gather round me I need to tell you something.

(Kids rush to gather round her)

Amanda: What’s wrong Miss Colley are you crying?
Nathan: Yes Miss Colley, please tell us what’s wrong.

Miss Colley: I’m afraid we will need to pack tonight; we have to move out tomorrow.

Zack: Where will we go Miss Colley?
Katlyn: Its cold outside, are we going to have to sleep on the street.

Miss Colley: No, no God will provide a place for us, remember when we were reading the Christmas story earlier, Joseph and Mary came into Bethlehem and looked for a place to stay.

Delany: Mary was riding on a donkey.

Abby: But no one had any room for them.

Sarah: Yes, that’s just like us.

Miss Colley: That’s right, but the inn keeper let them stay in his stable.

Dakota: Are we going to have to sleep with the cows?

Miss Colley: (slight laugh) No I don’t think we will have to sleep with the cows. But the point is God provided a place for them and we have to have faith that He will take care of us also.

Now run along and start packing while I finish getting supper ready. 
Dakota: Shucks, I wanted to sleep with the cows.

Amanda: It would be your luck one would step on you.

Miss Colley: Kids run along now. (The curtain Closes.)

Scene II

(The curtain on the baptistery opens with one of the recliners setting there and Andrew setting reclined back reading a book).

Andrew: I don’t know what they want out of a person. I gave that woman 30 days, Is it my fault that she couldn’t find a place. I mean I’m not really a bad guy. That property means a lot of money to me. I’ll send her a check for a $100 dollars after the sell, no make that $200 maybe she won’t think too badly of me then.(Andrew leans back in his chair and starts to read his book, then he dozes off. The book slowly sinks to his chest. An angel appears stage left on the platform with him and kicks his chair.)

Angel: Wake up Andrew we’ve have a long night ahead of us.
Andrew: (Andrew sits up quickly and acts surprised and scared.) Who are you? What do you want? If its money I don’t have a lot on me right now.

Angel: Easy their Andrew, I’m not here to rob you. I’m the Angel Marcus. God has sent me to have a talk with you. For the life of me I don’t know why. If it were me I would just strike you dead, but lucky for you my God is a patient God.

Andrew: An angel what kind of nonsense is this. I don’t believe in angels and that stuff. I only believe in things I can touch. All that Jesus stuff is just foolishness.

Angel: (Looks up to Heaven) Please God let me take him out he doesn’t deserve your mercy.

God: No Marcus, just do what I sent you to do. Don’t make me sent Clarence down there to straighten you out.

Angel: I am sorry Lord, it won’t happen again.

Andrew: (Looking around) who was that?

Angel: The Great I Am, Yahweh, The Heavenly Father, God Almighty He goes my many names you can choose which one you want to use.
Andrew: That was God? I thought he came in a burning bush or something.

Angel: He does that sometimes, but this time He sent me since you can’t look on His face and live He thought it might be easier on you this way.

Andrew: What do you want with me?

Angel: God sent me to show you the past, the present, and the future.

Andrew: Oh, I get it this is like that Scrooge thing.

Angel: Yes, something like that.

Andrew: Well let’s get on with it obviously whatever I had for supper isn’t setting too well with my system.

Angel: Ok behold, look at the scene below.(Main stage curtain opens on the Nativity scene.)
Andrew: Hey, wait a minute I’ve never been their I thought this was my past.

Angel: I didn’t say we were looking at your past, present, and future.

Andrew: Well, why are we looking at this past?

Angel: I know you have some concept of what Christmas is all about.

Andrew: Yes, of course it celebrates the birth of Christ and lets the toy companies sell a lot of toys.

Angel: I want you to understand this event. This was the night that Jesus the Christ was born. God sent his son to earth to be born in an earthly body so he could experience the joys and the pains of human existence and still live a sin free life. He did this for every human on earth because you have all sinned and come way short of God’s glory. You had to have the perfect sacrifice to atone for your sins. So Jesus after living a perfect life then had to die on the cross for those sins, so that you could fulfill God’s purpose for you here on this life.

Andrew: And what would that purpose be?
Angel: To fellowship with God.(The main curtain closes)

Andrew: Hey, where’d they go?

Angel: We have other things to see tonight.

Scene III

(The main curtain opens and the main stage lights come up.) (This scene shows all of the kids and Miss Colley standing behind their chairs at the supper table.)

(Spot goes to Andrew and angel.)

Andrew: That’s Miss Colley and the orphans.

Angel: That’s correct, but I guess you should know who they are since you are about to throw them out on the street.

Andrew: Look, I stand to make a lot of money off that property, any way I was going to donate 200, (clears throat) $500 dollars to the orphans when I finish the sell.

Angel: I’m sure that will go a long way towards putting a roof back over there heads.
Andrew: What do you want me to do? That’s valuable property and it’s mine to sell.

Angel: That’s right Andrew it is yours. But what good will that money do you when you die?

Andrew: Not much then, I suppose, but I can sure have a good time until then.

Angel: I would be careful if I were you God can make that happen anytime. Let’s watch down below.

Miss Colley: Ok children before we set down to eat what should we do.

Nathan: We make sure our napkins are tucked under our chins?

Kelsey: No silly we make sure our hands are washed.

Zack: No we don’t, we ask God to bless our food.

Miss Colley: That’s right we’ll start with you Katlyn.
Katlyn: God please bless this food we are about to eat.

Delaney: Father we thank you for the blessings we enjoy each day.

Abby: Our most dear and gracious God please forgive us of our sins.

Sarah: Our Father who art in Heaven please help us to find a place to live.

Miss Ruthie: Father thank you for this meal you have given us and help us to forgive Mr. Lewis for throwing us out on the street.

Dakota: God please if we can’t find another house to live in can we stay with the cows like Jesus did.

Amanda: God if we have to sleep with the cows please don’t let on step on us.

Nathan: God please don’t let Mr. Lewis throw us out of our house. I like it here.

Kelsey: God please don’t let us freeze to death.

Zack: Father help us to understand the things that are happening to us.
Miss Colley: Our most dear and gracious Heavenly Father forgive us for our sins, thank you for this food that you have given us and please forgive Mr. Lewis and help him to find Jesus as his Lord and Savior before its too late, Amen. Ok Children be seated and eat. (Close main stage curtain.)

Andrew: Why would they worry about me when I am throwing them out of their house?

Angel: Because as Christians they are more concerned about your soul being lost then their physical discomfort.

Andrew: But why would they be concerned about my soul? I barely know them.

Angel: Jesus died on the cross almost 2000 years ago and you didn’t know him at all you weren’t even born. God doesn’t want anyone to die and go to hell. Christians as followers of Christ want the same thing. That’s why they are concerned for your soul.

Andrew: They probably aught to be worrying about were they are going to sleep tomorrow, instead worrying about me.

Angel: Let’s see what happens is the near future.
Scene IV

(Miss Colley comes out of the door on the left side of the stage and starts to walk around in front of the stage to the door on the right. Mrs. Blakely comes out of the door after Miss Colley gets to the corner of the main stage.)
Mrs. Blakely: Miss Colley, Miss Colley please wait up a minute. I need to talk to you.

Miss Colley: (She stops about center stage and looks back.) Yes, can I help you.

Mrs. Blakely: (After she reaches the center stage area close to Miss Colley.) I have been trying to find you after they shut the orphanage down. But my husband and I haven’t been able to locate you. I saw you walking down the street and I just had to talk to you.
Miss Colley: What did you want to talk about.

Mrs. Blakely: My husband and I were looking to adopt a couple of small girls. I was told that you had several girls at your orphanage. But when we went to the orphanage it had been torn down.

Miss Colley: Yes, Mr. Lewis forced us to leave. I couldn’t find another place that we could afford. So I had to close the orphanage.

Mrs. Blakely: But what about the children.

Miss Colley: Children services picked them all up and put them in different foster homes. Most of them had to be sent out of state.

Mrs. Blakely: What will we do we wanted kids so bad how will we find them now.

Miss Colley: You might check with children services they may know where they are. I’m sorry I couldn’t be of any more help. We had a couple of girls that would have been perfect for you.

(Both walk off together to the right hand door.)
Scene V
(The lights come back up on the platform.)

Andrew: You mean because the orphanage was shut down 2 of those little girls will not find a permanent home?

Angel: Yes, that’s right.

Andrew: Well that’s still not my problem.

Angel: O I don’t know let’s see what else the future has in store for you.

(The main curtain opens and the main stage lights come up. It shows hell with reddish colored rocks, fake flame in different places. kids scattered along the stage in ragged clothing. Hair disheveled and everyone looking miserable. An older Andrew is standing in the middle of the stage looking the same way.)  Different kids are moaning and one lets out a scream.

Older Andrew: (Looking up at Heaven) Please God I didn’t know it was going to be like this. I beg you to forgive me and give me another chance.
(The main stage lights dim lower and a spot is focused on the angel and Andrew.) 
Angel: This is your Christmas future and every other day through out eternity unless you change you way and accept Christ as your Lord and Savior.

(The main curtain closes)

Andrew: Is there anyway to change the future.

Angel: That future isn’t final until the day you die. Once you die if you have accepted Christ as your Lord and Savior you will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. But if you have not accepted Christ as your Lord and Savior you will spend eternity in hell. That is a decision you can make any time up till the day you die. Be careful though, for no man knows what day his life on earth will end.
Andrew: How do I accept Christ?
Angel: Pray to God and ask Him to forgive your sins. Tell him you know you are a sinner and you know that only through the Blood that Jesus Christ shed on the cross for you as the perfect sacrifice for your sins can your sins be forgiven.
(Andrew kneels and looks to Heaven)

Andrew:  God I know I am a lowly sinner not worthy of the sacrifice that Your Son Jesus made for me on the cross. But please forgive me for my sins help me be the man you want me to be. Guide my life and help me to understand this love you have for me. For it’s in Jesus name I ask. Amen

Angel: I guess I won’t have to strike you dead after all. Let’s see what the future looks like now.

(Miss Colley, Mrs. Blakely and two girls come out of the door to the right of the stage.)

Mrs. Blakely: Miss Colley I thank you so much for all that you have done in helping us adopt these two girls.

Miss Colley: It was no problem at all I am always happy when one of my kids has found a good loving home.

Abby: Miss Colley I am going to miss you very much. 

Sarah: I’m going to miss you too.

Miss Colley: You girls be good and I’m going to miss you too.

Sarah: Will we be able to come back and visit sometime.
Abby: We will miss all of our friends.

Miss Colley: That will be up to your new mommy.

Abby & Sarah: (Jumping up and down) will we mommy will we.

Mrs. Blakely: Girls you will make new friends, but we will come by sometime and see your old friends. Come on now we have to be going.
(Miss Colley turns and goes back in the right hand door. Mrs. Blakely and girls go out the left hand door. The girls wave at Miss Colley and she waves back.)

(The main lights go back down and the platform lights come up.)

Andrew: So the girls get adopted after all.

Angel: Yes, since the orphanage was still there they were able to find each other.

Andrew: But what about my future?

Angel: Let’s see how that turns out now.

(The main curtain opens and the main stage lights come up. It shows a scene with mansions in the background and a gold paved walkway between the two doors on the stage. All the kids Miss Colley, Miss Ruthie and Older Andrew are dressed in white robes with song books in their hands. ) They break into “Joy to the World”. (As the song ends the curtains close on both areas.)

Scene VI
(Andrew by himself with his book on his chest and a white feather on the book, He wakes up and looks around and then sees the feather.)
Andrew: It’s wasn’t a dream after all. 
(Andrew jumps up grabs his cell phone and makes a call.)

Andrew: Shoney’s I would like to reserve the back room for this afternoon. Are you having your Christmas Buffet with the turkey and dressing. That’s great. Their will be about 20 of us, see you this afternoon.

(Andrew leaves out the exit to his right and comes thru the door on the piano side of the room. Goes across in front of the stage and knocks on the door away from the piano.)

Miss Colley: (Opening the door) Mr. Lewis your early I thought we had until noon?

Andrew: Plans have changed Miss Colley could I come in.

Miss Colley: Of course. (Lets him in and they come through the door on the main stage as the main curtain opens.)

(The kids are all packed with garbage bags over their shoulders. Lined up and ready to leave.)

Miss Colley: As you can see Mr. Lewis we are ready to leave.

Andrew: Well you can just unpack. You’re not going anyplace right now. I’ve changed my mind.

Amanda: You mean we can stay.

Dakota: You mean we don’t get to sleep with the cows?

Amanda: I’m glad I didn’t want to sleep with the cows any way.  

Andrew: No one has to sleep with the cows. You all are going to stay right here.
Miss Colley: But what’s changed, why are we allowed to stay now?

(Several Kids rush Andrew hugging him. Saying thank you, thank you.

Andrew: I gave my heart to Jesus last night. God showed me many things. It’s really hard to explain. You probably wouldn’t believe me any way.

Miss Colley: Yes we would we prayed to God that He would change your heart. That means He answered our prayers also.

Andrew: I knew that with the packing and everything you probably wouldn’t have cooked any thing so I am taking everyone to Shoney’s for Christmas. 

Amanda: This is the best Christmas ever.

(Curtain Closes.)

The Stage directions are based on our Church layout. 

If you use this play email me at doug@dougcarroll.net and let me know how you liked it.
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