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PATRIOTIC SERVICE

 “Seven Principles of America’s Greatness”
Rope off: (Sharon Bell will do this.)

· First six rows in the middle section.  Rows 4 – 6 will be used by the choir.  This will keep the middle clear so the view of people further back is not obstructed.  Robert Rodkey will direct the choir from the front row of the auditorium. 

· First five rows on the organ side for the Children’s Church.  

Video:  See if Dad or Jacob Ball can film the program.  Film from the elevated section directly under the balcony.  

Choir Songs:  

· Which songs and where to place them?

· Does the choir march in?  Yes.

Veterans’ lists – begin this on June 20 and continue it on June 27.  This will provide one week to transfer the data to PowerPoint.

Slide Show - Develop a slide show containing pictures of everyone in Pollard who served in the military.  Show these pictures between scenes. Sharon will do.   

Props:  

1. Pulpit is gone.  

2. Do we have a flag of sufficient size to stretch across or hang down from within the baptistery?  Yes.  Tianne has one.  The curtain to the baptistery will be pulled and the flag will be extended for the entire service.  Sharon will do.  
3. The flag stand is on the platform next to the piano.

4. One reading stand and microphone is next to where the American flag will be placed.  These are not moved for the entire service.  
5. A second reading stand and microphone is on the top step between the piano and the window.  This is for the Statue of Liberty.
6. A table is on the platform with seven chairs facing the audience.  A large sheet extends to the floor so the teen under the table cannot be seen.  

7. Two handheld microphones are on the table to be passed back and forth by the ladies.  

8. Put Styrofoam plates and utensils on table (along with other items) that will easily roll. 
9. The choir chairs have been removed.  

10. A railing will cover the gap in the choir opening and be covered by some sort of curtain similar to a theater curtain.  The appearance will be that of a balcony overlooking a theater.  
11. There will be three chairs in the choir facing the audience.  
Announcements:  During the announcements someone may ride a rickshaw down the aisle to promote VBS.  
1. The bulletin has the schedule of our program.  
2. All of the veterans need to go through the rear doors at the end of scene 5 (Bill Nolte).  This includes any veterans who may be visiting today.

3. The annual watermelon feast is after tonight’s service. Can anyone make homemade ice cream?  
*** SHOW MUSIC SLIDES from SongSelect to “Love Lifted Me” – arrange for Phyllis to play the opening song.    Pastor Tom will direct the music since Robert will be with the choir.  

BEGIN AT 10:40 a.m.  (We will skip the birthdays, anniversaries, and Sunday School report until next week.)  

Congregational Song  -  “LOVE LIFTED ME” – all verses  

GREETING:  OUR FAMOUS 7 PERSON HANDSHAKE!
Receive the morning offering.  

(Review the morning priority prayer list and receive the offering.  Have a veteran lead in this prayer.  The congregation is then seated.  Preparations are now made for the beginning of the program.)

Pastor:  We now present this tribute to America titled:  “Seven Principles of America’s Greatness.”
Goal:  Begin the actual program at 10:50 a.m.  which means the preliminaries need to be completed prior to 10:50 a.m.

Principle #1:  Pledge
Pastor:  We now present this tribute to America titled:  “Seven Principles of America’s Greatness.”
*** Projector Room:  Go to the file “2004 Patriotic Program – 7 Principles of America’s Greatness.”  SHOW SLIDE 1 for 15 seconds then show Slides 2 – 4 which are the words of “America the Beautiful” for the choir/congregation to sing. ***  

Song:  “America the Beautiful”.  The choir enters from the back of the auditorium down both aisles singing verses 1 & 2 and lines across the very front of the church.  The slide for verse 4 will invite the congregation to sing verse 4 with the choir.  Upon completing the song the choir will move to the center rows 4 – 7 and be seated.  Any choir military veterans should be close to the aisle.  Note:  The choir does not need a songbook for “America the Beautiful” since the words are on the screen.  

(Organ music stops when the song is finished.)

*** SHOW SLIDE # 5 *** (Slide of Francis Bellamy and the flag)  
Narrator (Al Lewis):  What is the first principle supporting America’s greatness?  It is the word pledge - the pledge of allegiance which I learned as a mere child. History tells us that the original author of the pledge was Francis Bellamy, who was born at Mount Morris, New York, May 18, 1855, and died August 28, 1931. He: was ordained in 1879 at the Baptist Church in Little Falls, New York. The pledge he wrote was first used at the dedica​tion of the World's Fair Grounds in Chicago on October 21, 1892, the four hundredth anniversary of the discovery of America, and has been recited from that day to this, with some changes, by school children throughout our land. 
Reverend Bellamy's original wording was altered slightly by the First and Second National Flag Confer​ences in 1923 and 1924 and his work was officially designated as the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag by Public Law 287, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved December 28, 1945. On June 14, 1954, Flag Day, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed into law House Joint Reso​lution 243, introduced by Representative Louis C. Rabaut of Michigan, which added to the Pledge of Allegiance the compelling and meaningful words "under God". 
Narrator (Al Lewis):  Although some today want to take God out of our pledge and even out of our country, let us remember here today that regardless of what man may say or think, we AMERICANS ARE STILL AND ALWAYS WILL BE ONE NATION under God.

(Narrator exits.)

(KEY:  As soon as Al Lewis exits, Commander Ed Meyers leads four veterans down the piano aisle. The second veteran carries the American flag.  The American flag is positioned on the front steps behind the piano.)

Commander to his men:  Present arms!  (The veterans salute the flag.)

Commander to the audience:  Let us stand for the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

*** SHOW SLIDE #6 of Pledge of Allegiance***  

(Congregation rises and commander leads everyone in the pledge of allegiance.  Upon completing the pledge the congregation is seated and the veterans return to their seats.)

*** SHOW SLIDE #7 ***  
Reading by Leona Brown:  “Old Glory” 
I am Old Glory.  For more than ten score years I have been the banner of hope and freedom for generation after generation of Americans.  Born amid the first flames of America’s fight for freedom, I am the symbol of a country that has grown from a little group of thirteen colonies to a united nation of fifty sovereign states.  Planted firmly on the high pinnacle of American faith my gently fluttering folds have proven an inspiration to untold millions.  Men have followed me into battle with unwavering courage.  They have looked upon me as a symbol of national unity.  They have prayed that they and their fellow citizens might continue to enjoy the life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness, which have been granted to every American as the heritage of free men.  So long as men love liberty more than life itself; so long as they treasure the priceless privileges bought with the blood of our forefathers; so long as the principles of truth, justice, and charity for all remain deeply rooted in human hearts, I shall continue to be the enduring banner of the United States of America.  God bless the United States of America.
(The organist plays one verse only of “America the Beautiful” while the preceding reader exits.)

Principle #2:  Opportunity

*** SHOW SLIDE 8 ***      

Setting:  

1.  A table is on the platform with seven chairs facing the audience.  A large sheet extends to the floor so the teen under the table cannot be seen.  

2.  Two handheld microphones are on the table to be passed back and forth by the ladies.  

3.  A microphone and reading stand are near the piano.  
4.  Put Styrofoam plates and utensils on table (along with other items) that will easily roll.  

6.  One PAL (Clark Robinson) is under the table, invisible to the congregation.  Each time someone yells, “Here comes another wave!  Look out below!” Clark causes the table to move like a wave and sends the utensils scattering.  The ladies will lean in the same direction as the table and groan about being seasick.

7.  Someone in the audience will yell, “Look out below! Here comes another wave!”

Entrance:  The ladies enter the stage from their normal seats moaning about being sea sick.  One disagrees and talks about how she loves the ocean and she could do this forever and she’d love to see Moby Dick!  The ladies are seated (numbers on each chair) with Jewel Mason in the middle, Lady 1 on the immediate left of Jewel (odd ladies swing left as viewed by the audience) and Lady 2 on the right corner (even ladies swing left as viewed by the audience toward Lady 1.)     

Lady #1 (Sue Greene) - Does anyone know what day this is?

Lady #6 (Mary Riggle) - I believe it is Thursday.  

Lady #3 (Delores Cumblidge) – My husband told me it’s Wednesday and he always knows what day it is.  
Lady #4 (Jeanette Whitt) - (interrupts loudly) – You know better than to listen to your husband!  He can’t even read!  No, it's FRIDAY, October the 12th and in 3 days it will be my birthday!
Lady #5 (Barbara Sammons) - It's your birthday? Well, Praise the Lord! That means you'll finally catch up with me.  I hit 29 a few weeks ago. 
(Everyone chuckles except #5 who says, “What’s everyone laughing about?”)


Lady #2 (Mary Ward) (sounds sick) - I don't know how you ladies can possibly laugh.  I haven't felt like laughing since we left England one month ago. The plain truth is all I feel is sick: (loudly) SICK! SICK! SICK!
Lady #5 (Barbara Sammons)  - Sick? Now, don't you go to gettin' sick again. It won't be long until we're walking on God's earth again in that new land they call America!
Lady #2 (Mary Ward) - Well, I sure do hope so!  That storm last night was plumb awful!  At one point I thought that we were all going to drown!
Voice from the audience (Jerry Fraser): LOOK OUT BELOW; HERE COMES ANOTHER WAVE: 
(Table rises, leans to one side, all ladies lean to the same side and hold their stomachs, items go sliding while lady #5 groans loudly and all of them groan as they try to keep dishes from hitting the floor.  Table then stabilizes as the wave passes.)

Lady #3 (Delores Cumblidge) - Now, look! That wasn't so bad, ladies! By the time we get to America I'll probably feel right at home on the water!
(all agree except #5 who keeps saying, “No, I won't”)
Lady #2 (Mary Ward) – Ladies, I don’t think I will feel right until my feet are at HOME ON THE GROUND!  Good ol’ firma terra or whatever they call it in America!  
Voice from the audience (Jerry Fraser):  LOOK OUT BELOW! HERE COMES ANOTHER WAVE!
(Table rises, leans to one side, all ladies lean to the same side and hold their stomachs, items go sliding while lady #5 groans loudly and all of them groan as they try to keep dishes from hitting the floor.  Table then stabilizes as the wave passes.)
Lady #4 (Jeanette Whitt) - Do you ladies know something? I don't feel so good either and one thing is for sure: I sure don't like the idea of celebrating my birthday on this boat.
Lady #1 (Sue Greene) - Well, ladies, I may be speaking out of turn but I heard the captain say that we ought to arrive in America sometime either today or tomorrow, that is, if this weather (table rises slowly like in an ocean swell) doesn't get any worse.
Lady #6 (Mary Riggle)  (with hope in her voice)  AMERICA! All my life I have heard of America and now I believe that I'm actually going to see this land called America! Ladies, DO YOU KNOW WHAT AMERICA MEANS TO ME? It means the opportunity to be free - to be free of all the persecutions back home in England - to be free to worship God like the Good Book says - to be free to go where we want to go and to do what we want to do and not have to worry about what the King of England says or thinks.
(Ladies voice their agreement: “I like that” or 
“I agree with that” or “I can't wait.”)

Lady #1 (Sue Greene):  Well, I can agree with that but America means something else to me. It means opportunity to have something of our own - the land where my husband and I can work and have something which belongs totally to us! Ladies, we didn't have very much in England - not much at all, but thank God, they say that in America - in the land of OPPORTUNITY - that a man can keep anything that he earns and that sure does sound good to me!
(Ladies voice their agreement just like before)
Lady #4 (Jeanette Whitt):  Well, ladies, my husband and I are coming to America for a different reason - as you know my husband is a preacher of the Holy Book.  For years my husband has been hounded and persecuted by the sheriff back home and all of this because he preaches what the Bible says, that salvation is by faith and by faith alone.  Can you ladies believe what we’ve gone through? 
(Ladies:  no!  that's horrible!)

Lady #4 (Jeanette Whitt) - We have heard in America people like my husband can preach the Bible without fear of persecution. We have heard that in America they don't throw you in jail for preaching about salvation - for preaching against sin - for preaching what the Good Book says.
(All ladies voice agreement as before)
Lady #3 (Delores Cumblidge) - Well, maybe I'm selfish but I'm going to America because in America there is opportunity to have our own form of government. Back in our part of England, things have gotten awfully rough. Some people in England have it all and we don't have a say in anything that takes place. Just before we left someone decided to take away our property along with our house. In England we were just like PUPPETS (ladies nod in agreement) but they tell me that in America we can have our own form of government and this is why we are coming to America.
(Ladies voice their agreement like before)
Voice from the audience (Jerry Fraser):  Land ho!  Ho, everyone!  Land ho! I can see America! We have made it!  Ho everyone! Land ho!
(Ladies rejoice by throwing up their hands with joy - stand and hug one another with "we're here: we made it after all!")
As they rejoice lady #2 (Mary Ward) turns to the audience and shouts, “Hallelujah! I'm not going to be sick anymore!”
(The Statue of Liberty (Wendy Belcher) enters through the piano door and steps to the microphone.  The microphone is on the top step between the piano and the window.) 
(All of the ladies face the piano then point toward the window and Lady #1 (Sue Greene) says, “LADIES, THERE IT IS!  I CAN SEE AMERICA! THERE SHE IS NOW!”)  
(Ladies lower their arms, continue to 
face the Statue of Liberty.)
Statue of Liberty (Wendy Belcher):  Yes, I am the America which you seek.  What each of you seek I will, in turn, be to each one of you. A land of opportunity - yes - a land of freedom from persecution - yes - a land which you can call your own - yes - a land with freedom of religion - yes - a land of a government for the people and by the people - yes and yes to far more than any of these. 
Statue of Liberty (Wendy Belcher):  Therefore, I urge all of the world to give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore, send these, the homeless tempest-tossed to me for I lift my lamp beside the golden door. Yes, dear children, I welcome each one of you to my home called America.  Welcome!
(All of the ladies turn to the congregation and say in unison:  WELCOME TO AMERICA, THE LAND OF OPPORTUNITY.)
Everyone exits to the audience.  
CHOIR: SALUTE TO THE ARMED FORCES  
Richard:  Turn all of the auditorium lighting down for .  

PROJECTOR ROOM:  SHOW THE SLIDES TITLED “VETERAN’S PRESENTATION”  These slides are on a timer and contain pictures of our folks who served in the military.  When they are finished, please return to the previous program.  
Ronnie Bell:  Please play appropriate music while these slides are being shown.  
Director’s Note: Staging must be changed during the slide presentation.  

Principle #3:  Patriotism

*** SHOW SLIDE 9 *** 
Setting: Move any furniture to make room for the children’s handbell choir.  This reading is done from the same microphone used by the Statue of Liberty.
(The children begin to assemble as the 
narrator begins his/her reading.)

Narrator (UNKNOWN):  The third principle is patriotism.  Let us never forget that every freedom we now enjoy – the freedom of religion – the freedom of speech - the freedom of travel – every single one of our freedoms is because of some patriot who saluted “Old Glory” regardless of the cost.
Patriotism is not a hand waving a flag.  It is an humble, inner feeling of kinship for all that is our land and our people, a pride in the good and a hopeful tolerance of the bad.  It is a willingness to sacrifice that we may preserve what the earlier patriots gave us; it is courage to lead others when the world is dark.
Only real patriots see the flag.  Others merely see a brightly colored piece of cloth.  Only patriots can speak with understanding of freedom; others recite empty words.  

Patriotism may have begun in New England with people like Paul Revere but as long as I breathe patriotism will be alive and well in Ashland.   

Insert the children’s handbell choir:  

“Grand Ol’ Flag” & “Yankee Doodle Dandy”
As the children leave the organist plays, “Amazing Grace” until we are ready for the next scene.

Principle #4:  Conversion
*** SHOW SLIDE 10 # (Lincoln)
Note:  do we have any of those old fashioned theater glasses?  
Setting:  
1. The microphones should be turned on, setting on the two high points to pick up the voices.  

2. The stage should be empty so everyone can see the President.
3. This scene takes place in the choir facing the audience.  A railing will cover the gap in the choir opening and be covered by some sort of curtain similar to a theater curtain.  The appearance will be that of a balcony overlooking a theater.  There will be three chairs facing the audience.  All of the actors will enter through the organ door.
Narrator (Ronnie Bell):  The fourth principle of America's greatness is the word conversion.  The Bible says, “Except the Lord had left us a very small remnant we would be like Sodom and Gomorrah.” Today let us thank God for those who have been converted, for it is they who are the salt that preserves this great nation. 
Narrator (Ronnie Bell):  Perhaps we all need to take a short trip back into the past - back to a little known fact from the pages of history – back to President Lincoln's last hours – back to President Lincoln’s last thoughts just moments before he came face to face with John Wilkes Booth, the man who shot one of America’s most loved presidents at Ford's Theatre on April 14, 1865.  
Usher (Adam Bates) at rear door: Mr. President, good evening and welcome to Ford's Theatre. Who do you have with you this evening? 
President (Randy Mason): I'm sure you recognize my wife Mary Todd Lincoln and this is her mother, Eliza. This is my mother-in-law's first visit to this magnificent place. Needless to say, I hope you have a good performance for us tonight. Now that the war is over it will be good to relax for a change.
(Usher escorts them to the front row of the choir.  Abe is seated in the chair closest to the piano, Mary is in the middle.  Ronnie Bell plays some background orchestra music.)
Usher (Adam Bates):  Mr. President, it should not be long until the program begins. If you need anything just let me know. Here are your programs (the actor’s scripts are in the programs).
(The usher leaves through the rear organ door.)

(Wife points out people in the audience to her mother and says)  Mary (Ruth Lambert):  Mother, do you see that woman’s dress? I believe that woman is going to marry Mr. Davis's son.

Mother (Carol Bates): Is that so? Well, why would she marry a fellow like him?
Mary (Ruth Lambert): Well, mother, I don't know but that's what my housekeeper told me today.
(Abe grunts loud enough for all to hear by clearing his throat.)

Mary (Ruth Lambert): Oh, honey, did you say something? Mother and I were just noticing the people down below.
Abe (Randy Mason):  SO I NOTICED. Pardon me for interrupting but I was just thinking of how much the war has changed my life. Do you remember what I said at Gettysburg? (pause then forcefully:)  The world will little note nor long remember what we say here.  So I suppose it is with all of us, too.  Our Lord said in the Good Book, “For what is a man profited if he shall gain the whole world – if he shall gain the Congress - the Senate – even the Presidency - and lose his own soul???”
Mary (Ruth Lambert): I suppose even tonight's great performance pales in comparison to a war - or to eternity either. I remember many times going into your office only to find you on your knees praying, Oh God, Oh God, if it be possible let this cup pass from me.
Mother (Carol Bates):  Abe, the cup had to be drunk by our Lord and you had to drink yours, too.
Abe (Randy Mason): Ladies, much of what I have done as President has been because of God.  I recall the day I set the slaves free by signing the Emancipation Proclamation.  I said to my staff, "Gentlemen, I made a solemn vow to the Lord that if He granted us victory at Antietam that I would emancipate the slaves. But, ladies, even though, I freed the slaves the   fact is that I myself was not yet free for even then I was still a slave to sin and the devil.
Mary (Ruth Lambert):  Abe, the Bible says that all things work together for good. When our son Willie was sick, God saw fit to send us a Christian nurse named IDA TARBELL, a nurse who told us the good news that God loved us – that God gave His only begotten Son that we might live through Him. Abe, that nurse told us all about the cross but even so, you were so slow to accept your need of a Savior.
Mother (Carol Bates): Thank God, the crosses of Gettysburg, though, made a difference - a difference just like the old rugged cross made a difference for all of us nearly 2,000 years ago.
Abe (Randy Mason):  Ladies, all of what you say is true. I must admit that when I went to Springfield, I was not a Christian. When I received the most bitter blow of my life - when my son died I was not a Christian. When I left Springfield, for Washington and asked the people to pray for me, I was still not a Christian. Even when I went to Gettysburg, I was not a Christian. But there at Gettysburg - -there at that scene which humbled me just like the cross humbled the Savior - there at Gettysburg, I, the 16th President, consecrated my heart to Christ, the Savior. It was there on November 19, 1863 that I met Christ at the cross and accepted Him as my Savior.

(The door behind the piano opens with enough 
noise to distract everyone.)

(Abe looks back at the door but sees nothing.)
Mary (Ruth Lambert): Abe, what is it?
Abe (Randy Mason) (shakes head): I thought I heard something but I was mistaken. By the way, Mary, I wrote a letter to the church yesterday - to the New York Avenue Presbyterian church here in Washington, D.C. In that letter I told the minister that I wanted to make a public profession of my faith in Christ the Savior. I told him I wanted to make my public profession this coming Sunday which also happens to be Easter - the day of our Lord's resurrection from the grave.
(A person (confirmed only to the pastor) enters through the piano rear door - totally clothed in black - moves slowly and quietly to the end of the choir railing.)
Mother (Carol Bates): Abe, the war is now over. What would you now most like to do?
Abe (Randy Mason): You say, most? I would most like to take Mary and go to the Middle East. We could go to Palestine. We could visit Bethlehem, the place where Christ was born.
(The figure raises his arm as if he has a gun under a cloth.)
Abe (Randy Mason):   Mary, we could go to Jerusalem and see the Garden and see Mt. Calvary and see the tomb and see the Mount of Olives.
(Sometime during the previous statement the gunshot rings out. The President's head immediately slumps forward.  Mother and Mary look at the President in shock.  Everyone then freezes as the dark figure departs.  No one else moves.) 
(NEW:  Cindy Egleston plays Taps.)

(When Cindy concludes, organist plays “Amazing Grace” during the following reading.)

Narrator  (Ronnie Bell):  Could Lincoln have been a Christian??? According to the letters of his own handwriting the answer is yes - an emphatic yes. Most important, of all, by your own handwriting - by your own testimony - are you who now sit before me - are you, too, a Christian?? A Christian who, like Lincoln, has gone to a hill called Mt. Calvary - a Christian who can say by faith and by faith alone that Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe.
(The actors now count to ten then leave 
through the rear organ door.)
CHOIR SPECIAL :  “WE ARE AMERICA”
Principle #5:  Support
*** SHOW SLIDE #11 ***
Setting:  As the choir sings, create a radio station with a table and microphone. Cheri will read from the microphone next to the flag.  
Narrator  (Cheri Hunt):  The fifth principle is support. Let me explain. The late 1960's and early 1970's are years which our country would much rather forget. I wonder if you can remember the awful bloody riots of Chicago during the late 1960’s. I wonder if you can also remember a heart-breaking tragedy at a little college in Ohio - at a little place called Kent State.
Narrator  (Cheri Hunt):  In those days it seemed as if every day we heard of more and more of our soldier boys losing their lives in a confusing place called Vietnam; in addition, Martin Luther King fell victim to an assassin's bullet as did Robert Kennedy.  Then along came a terrible incident called Watergate and for the first time in American history a President - President Richard Milhouse Nixon - was forced to resign.
(Bill Nolte now moves to the front as the 
narrator continues to read.)
Narrator  (Cheri Hunt):  I take you now back to that troubling time. The year is now 1973. Let us remember that America is confused - deeply confused. America is also divided - deeply divided. It is a time when America is searching for answers but finding none. I introduce you now to the famous Canadian broadcaster, GORDON SINCLAIR, and to his Canadian Opinion broadcast of November 30, 1973.  This broadcast became so popular that it was broadcast on many local radio stations.  Furthermore, the script was made available to anyone who requested it.  I give you Gordon Sinclair and his Canadian Opinion Broadcast of November 30, 1973. 
CANADIAN OPINION

Broadcast of November 30th, 1973

This Canadian thinks it is time to speak up for the Americans as the most generous and possibly the least-appreciated people in all the earth.

As long as sixty years ago, when I first started to read newspapers, I read of floods on the Yellow River and the Yangtse.  Who rushed in with men and money to help? The Americans did.

They have helped control floods on the Nile, the Amazon, and the Niger.  Today, the rich bottomland of the Mississippi is under water and no foreign land has sent a dollar to help.  Germany, Japan, and to a lesser extent, Britain and Italy, were lifted out of the debris of war by the Americans who poured in billions of dollars and forgave other billions in debts.  None of those countries is today paying even the interest on its remaining debts to the United States.

When the franc was in danger of collapsing in 1956, it was the Americans who propped it up and their reward was to be insulted and swindled on the streets of Paris.  I was there. I saw it.

When distant cities are hit by earthquake, it is the United States that hurries in to help...Managua, Nicaragua is one of the most recent examples. So far this spring 59 American communities have been flattened by tornadoes. Nobody has helped.

The Marshall Plan...the Truman Policy...all pumped billions upon billions of dollars into discouraged countries. Now newspapers in those countries are writing about the warmongering Americans.

I'd like to see just one of those countries that is gloating over the erosion of the United States dollar build its own airplanes. Come on... let's hear it!  Does any other country in the world have a plane to equal the Boeing Jumbo Jet, The Lockheed Tristar or the Douglas 10? If so, why don't they fly them? Why do all international airlines except Russia fly American planes? Why does no other land on earth even consider putting a man or woman on the moon?

You talk about Japanese technology and you get radios. You talk about German technology and you get automobiles. You talk about American technology and you find men on the moon, not once, but several times...and safely home again. 

You talk about scandals and the Americans put theirs right in the store window for everybody to look at.  Even the draft dodgers are not pursued and hounded. They are here on our streets, most of them... unless they are breaking Canadian laws...are getting American dollars from Ma and Pa at home to spend here.

When the Americans get out of this bind...as they will...who could blame them if they said "GOODBYE WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD!" 

Let someone else buy the bonds. Let someone else build or repair foreign dams or foreign buildings that won't shake apart in earthquakes.

When the railways of France, Germany, and India were breaking down through age, it was the Americans who rebuilt them.  When the Pennsylvania Railroad and the New York Central went broke, nobody loaned them an old caboose. Both are still broke.  

I can name to you 5,000 times when the Americans raced to the help of other people in trouble.  Can you name me even one time when someone else raced to the Americans in trouble? I don't think there was outside help even during the San Francisco earthquake.
Our neighbors have faced it alone and I'm one Canadian who is tired of hearing them kicked around.  They will come out of this thing with their flag high.  And when they do, they are entitled to thumb their nose at the lands that are gloating over their present troubles.

I hope Canada is not one of these.  This is Gordon Sinclair signing off.  
*** SHOW SLIDE 12 ***  COUNT TO 15 THEN GO TO SLIDE 13.  

VETERANS EXIT AT THIS TIME TO THE VESTIBULE.
Principle #6:  Bible

*** SHOW SLIDE 13 ***  

Setting: The narrator will use the stand and microphone next to the flag.  Linda may choose her own place for the song.
Narrator  (Don O’Pell):  The sixth principle of America's greatness is the Bible – the holy Word of God. When our forefathers established this nation they established it on sound biblical principles. For instance, consider a few of the laws which our forefathers made that are overlooked by so many of our politicians and lawyers today.
Narrator  (Don O’Pell):  In 1799 in the case of Runk vs Winemiller the Supreme Court said this: "By our form of government, the Christian religion is the established religion and all sects and denominations of Christians are placed on equal footing."
Narrator  (Don O’Pell):  Consider also another significant case - the case of Updegraph vs. the Commonwealth in 1826. The Supreme Court declared, "No free government now exists in the world unless where Christianity is acknowledged and is the religion of the country... Christianity is part of the common law.”
Narrator  (Don O’Pell):  As a matter of fact, 60 years after the writing of our Constitution there arose a case that should be equally examined today. In that case a Philadelphia school tried to teach morality without Christianity or the Bible. The case was so unusual it went all the way to the Supreme Court. The Court ruled that schools must use the Bible and Christianity in their instruction. Note the words of their 1844 decision: "The purest principles of morality are to be taught. Where are they to be found? Whoever searches for them must go to the source from which a Christian man derives his faith, that source being the Bible." ( Case : VIDAL VS. GIRARD'S EXECUTIONERS)
Narrator  (Don O’Pell):  Today of course the opposite is true. Undoubtedly, we need to be reminded of what the Bible says, that sin is still a disgrace to any people and blessed is that nation whose God is the Lord.
Narrator  (Don O’Pell):  Therefore, America, listen to the voice of the Lord God, "IF MY PEOPLE shall humble themselves and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”  May God bless America.  

(Narrator returns to his seat.)
(Song: God Bless America by Linda Cornwell)

Principle #7:  Tribute
*** SHOW SLIDE #14 ***  Show this slide only until Beth finishes her short reading.  Then switch immediately to “A Tribute to Those who Served - 2004.”  See the next note below!    
Setting: Use the stand and microphone next to the flag for the reading.  

Narrator  (Beth Bates):  Principle #7 is the word tribute. We now pay tribute to those who have served.  May God bless each and every one of them.
(After the narrator finishes, the organist now plays the first verse from “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”   Please repeat the chorus until all of the veterans have lined across the front.  Then stop...total silence as the slides are viewed.)
Note:  Sharon must know how many veterans go left and right so there is no confusion at the front.  (Suggestion:  Give them a note with the letter R and L on the note to indicate their direction.  The veterans will make a line across the front of the church.)  

(LIGHTING:  The front chandelier is turned all the way down.  The veterans enter down the piano aisle - some are in wheelchairs - crippled - wounded – it is these who have fought for our freedom.)

(PROJECTOR CREW:  As soon as you see the first veteran moving down the aisle to the front, please begin the slide presentation titled “A Tribute to Those who Served - 2004.” It is on a timer so it will run until it is finished.  It will begin with an enormous flag and finish with a black slide.  You will then need to immediately switch to the file “We Salute Our Veterans.”)

COMMANDER (Hobie Greene) TO PASTOR:   BROTHER PASTOR, IT HAS BEEN A PLEASURE FOR ME TO SERVE THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.  I HOLD IN MY HANDS THE ROLL OF THOSE OF OUR CHURCH NUMBER PLUS THEIR RELATIVES AND LOVED ONES WHO HAVE SERVED THE FLAG AND SERVED IT GALLANTLY THROUGH THESE MANY YEARS.  IT IS WITH GREAT HONOR THAT I NOW PRESENT THIS LIST TO YOU.  ATTENTION!!!

(All of the soldiers come to attention facing the flag as the pastor takes the list – the pastor will pause and allow the commander to put the men at ease.)

INSTRUCTIONS:  

1. Projection Room:  Begin the file titled 2004 List of Veterans – June 30, 2004.  Names are displayed on the screen.)
2. Music:  Two stages:
a. Sound Room:  Play Tracks one and Two on the cd titled “On This Day.”  These tracks total three minutes and four seconds.  
b. Linda will wait until the female singing Track Two finishes then, if necessary, begin playing the chorus of “Battle Hymn of the Republic” until the slide show is finished.  See Pastor T during the practice to determine if this step is still necessary.  It will depend upon how many slides we need to display the names.   

(Upon completion of the slide show: )

Pastor:  IT IS THESE WHO HAVE PLEDGED THEIR ALLEGIANCE TO THIS FLAG - WHO HAVE FOUGHT TO KEEP US FREE.  SOME HAVE FOUGHT AND SUFFERED; OTHERS HAVE FOUGHT AND DIED.  AS WE HAVE ALL LEARNED TODAY, THERE IS A COST TO FREEDOM.  IT IS TO THEM THAT WE PAY THIS SPECIAL TRIBUTE.

(Prayer of thanksgiving by one of the veterans (___________).

*** SHOW SLIDES From SongSelect for “Battle Hymn of the Republic” (Try to use both the piano and organ.  Verses 1, 2, and 4 – the last chorus is sung without instruments.  As we sing the veterans move to the doors to be recognized by the congregation as the congregation departs.)

PROJECTION:  We will not close with “The Family of God.”  I suggest showing “A Tribute to Those Who Served” again.  Some will linger at the display tables, etc.  Others will wish to see what they missed on the screen.  Use your own discretion on this.
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