June 30,  2003


Updated Script dated 6/30/2003
PATRIOTIC SERVICE

Pollard Baptist Church 

July 6, 2003

“The Call of America”
Rope off: (Sharon Bell will do this.)

· First six rows in the middle section.  Rows 4 – 6 will be used by the choir.  This will keep the middle clear so the view of people further back is not obstructed.  Robert Rodkey will direct the choir from the front row of the auditorium. 

· First five rows on the organ side for the Children’s Church.  

Video:  See if Dad can come.  Film from the elevated section directly under the balcony.  

Choir Songs:  

· Which songs and where to place them?

· Does the choir march in?  Yes.

Veterans’ lists – begin this on June 15 and continue it on June 22 and June 29.  This will provide one week to transfer the data to PowerPoint.

Props:  

1. Pulpit is gone.  

2. Do we have a flag of sufficient size to stretch across or hang down from within the baptistry?  

3. The flag stand is on the platform next to the piano.

4. Two reading stands and microphones are set up:

· One is next to where the American flag will be placed.  

· The second is next to the organ.  This arrangement is identical to how Jason and Angel did it in 2002.

Announcements:  

1. The bulletin has the schedule of our program.  All of the veterans need to go through the rear doors at the end of Joe’s sermon.  This includes any veterans who may be visiting today.

*** SHOW MUSIC SLIDES to “When We All Get To Heaven” – arrange for Phyllis to play the opening song.    Pastor Tom will direct the music since Robert will be with the choir.  

BEGIN AT 10:40 a.m.  (We will skip the birthdays, anniversaries, and Sunday School report until next week.)  

Congregational Song  -  “When We All Get To Heaven” – vs 1, 2, 4.  

GREETING:  OUR FAMOUS 7 PERSON HANDSHAKE!

Receive the morning offering.  ****  PROJECTOR ROOM:  WE MAY SHOW A PROMO VIDEO OF VBS FOR THE OFFERTORY.  

(Review the morning priority prayer list and receive the offering.  Have a veteran lead in this prayer.  The congregation is then seated.  Preparations are now made for the beginning of the program.)

Pastor:  We now present this tribute to America titled:  “The Call of America.”
Goal:  Begin the actual program at 10:50 a.m.  which means the preliminaries need to be completed prior to 10:50 a.m.

*** Projector Room:  Go to the file “2003 Patriotic Program – the Call of America.”  SHOW SLIDE 1 for 15 seconds then show Slides 2 – 4 which are the words of “America the Beautiful” for the choir/congregation to sing. ***  

Song:  “America the Beautiful”.  The choir enters from the back of the auditorium down both aisles singing verses 1 & 2 and lines across the very front of the church.  The slide for verse 4 will invite the congregation to sing verse 4 with the choir.  Upon completing the song the choir will move to the center rows 4 – 7 and be seated for the remainder of the service.  Any choir military veterans should be close to the aisle.  Note:  The choir does not need a songbook for “America the Beautiful” since the words are on the screen.  

*** SHOW SLIDE 5 ***

CALL # 1

“The Call of the Statue of Liberty”

(The “Statue of Liberty” – played by Wendy Belcher enters through the choir door on the organ side and moves to the stand on the platform next to the organ.  The microphone is there.)

WENDY:  THE OTHER DAY I READ THE HISTORY OF OTHER GREAT NATIONS LIKE MYSELF - THE STORY OF NATIONS LIKE GREECE, LIKE ROME, AND LIKE EGYPT.

I READ OF THEIR MAGNIFICENCE LIKE MY OWN MAGNIFICENCE - OF HOW THAT THEY PROSPERED IN FEEDING THEIR YOUNG, IN CARING FOR THEIR POOR, IN BEING A BEDROCK IN A DAY OF UNCERTAINTY.

BUT AS I READ OF THEM AND, AT THE SAME TIME, OF MYSELF, I THEN CAME TO SEE A FRIGHTENING LESSON ABOUT NOT ONLY THEM BUT ALSO ABOUT MYSELF.  I CAME TO REALIZE THAT ALTHOUGH THESE NATIONS WERE ONCE GREAT THAT THEY ARE NO LONGER GREAT – 

THOUGH THEY WERE ONCE PROSPEROUS, NOW THEY ARE NO LONGER PROSPEROUS - THOUGH THEY ONCE COULD CARE FOR ALL THEIR PEOPLE, NOW THEY CAN CARE FOR ONLY A FEW.

AS I STUDIED THE HISTORY OF THESE ONCE GREAT CIVILIZATIONS, I CAME TO REALIZE THAT I WAS STUDYING NOT ONLY THEIR HISTORY BUT ALSO MY OWN HISTORY AND, PERHAPS ALSO, MY OWN FUTURE. 

I SAW THOSE STAGES - THOSE SEEMINGLY INEVITABLE STAGES -  THROUGH WHICH ALL GREAT NATIONS SEEM TO PASS: OF HOW THAT THEY PASS FROM BONDAGE TO SPIRITUAL FAITH, FROM SPIRITUAL FAITH TO GREAT COURAGE,  FROM COURAGE TO ULTIMATE LIBERTY, FROM LIBERTY TO ABUNDANCE, FROM ABUNDANCE TO SELFISHNESS, FROM SELFISHNESS TO COMPLACENCY, FROM COMPLACENCY TO APATHY, FROM APATHY TO DEPENDENCE, FROM DEPENDENCE BACK AGAIN TO EVENTUAL BONDAGE. 

O, DEAR PEOPLE, I BEG OF YOU: DO NOT ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN TO ME!!!!!  FOR MY NAME IS AMERICA - THE HOME OF THE FREE AND THE HOME OF THE BRAVE!!!  INSTEAD, AWAKEN NOW FROM YOUR SLEEP AND LISTEN TODAY TO MY CALL - TO THIS CALL WHICH, IF HEARD, WILL RESTORE ME TO MY FORMER GREATNESS.

O, PEOPLE, RESTORE ME TO WHERE I CAN ONCE AGAIN SEE A NATION WHICH UNASHAMEDLY SEES ITSELF AS ONE NATION - AS ONE NATION UNDER GOD,  THE SUPREME BEING.

O, PEOPLE, RESTORE ME TO WHERE I CAN ONCE AGAIN BE THE PROTECTOR OF ALL - THE PROTECTOR NOT ONLY OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND OF PROPERTY RIGHTS BUT ALSO THE PROTECTOR OF SENIOR CITIZENS RIGHTS AS WELL AS THE QUIET, UNBORN'S RIGHT TO LIVE AND BREATHE AND RUN AND PLAY.

(Organist begins to play “America the Beautiful, pg. 438.)

WENDY:  O, PEOPLE, RESTORE ME TO WHERE I CAN ONCE AGAIN SEE MY PRECIOUS FLAG - THAT FLAG WHICH IS NOW BURNING IN SOME PROTESTER'S FIREPLACE;  O, PEOPLE, RESTORE ME TO WHERE I CAN ONCE AGAIN SEE MY FLAG RESPECTED AND EXALTED AS THE SYMBOL OF FREEDOM EVERYWHERE.

O PEOPLE, RESTORE ME TO WHERE I CAN ONCE AGAIN SEE A LAND OF BEAUTIFUL HOMES - A LAND WHERE HOMES ARE NEVER SEPARATED - A LAND WHERE HOME IS VIEWED MORE BY WHAT IS ON THE INSIDE THAN WHAT IS ON THE OUTSIDE - A HOME WHERE THESE THREE GIFTS WILL ALWAYS BE:   THE HEARTH, THE FLAG, THE PLACE OF PRAYER.

DEAR PEOPLE, THIS IS MY CALL.  THIS IS THE CALL OF AMERICA. 

(Wendy Exits.)

*** SHOW SLIDE 6 ***  

CALL # 2

“The Call to Personal Allegiance”
(Organist continues playing “America, the Beautiful”  as the “Statue of Liberty” exits.)

(KEY:  As soon as Wendy Belcher exits, Commander Hobie Greene leads four veterans down the piano aisle. The second veteran carries the American flag.  The American flag is positioned on the platform near the piano then that veteran joins his comrades.)

Commander to his men:  Present arms!  (The veterans salute the flag.)

Commander to the audience:  Let us stand for the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

*** SHOW SLIDE 7 # of Pledge of Allegiance***  

(Congregation rises and commander leads everyone in the pledge of allegiance.  Upon completing the pledge the congregation is seated and the veterans return to their seats.)

*** SHOW SLIDE 8 ***  

CALL # 3

“The Call of Two Proud Americans”
(Jason Wellman and Don O’Pell approach from their seats in the auditorium, salute the flag then walk to the platform podium which should be located in the middle of the stage.)

Jason Wellman:  TODAY THERE ARE THOSE WHO BURN OUR WONDERFUL FLAG!  TODAY THERE ARE THOSE WHO LAUGH

AT OUR PRESIDENT;  TODAY THERE ARE THOSE WHO REGARD OUR COUNTRY AS THE SOURCE OF ALL THE PROBLEMS IN THE WORLD;

Don O’Pell:  BUT HERE IS ONE AMERICAN WHO IS STILL PROUD OF THE FLAG, WHO IS STILL PROUD TO BE CALLED AN AMERICAN, AND WHO IS STILL PROUD TO PLEDGE HIS ALLEGIANCE TO THIS COUNTRY OF LIBERTY, FREEDOM, AND OPPORTUNITY.  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN WHEN WE PLEDGE OUR ALLEGIANCE TO THIS BEAUTIFUL FLAG AND TO THIS GREAT COUNTRY?   

Jason Wellman:  LET US ANSWER THAT QUESTION FOR YOU!  OUR PLEDGE BEGINS WITH THE THREE WORDS:  

I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE – 

It begins with the word I, THAT MEANS YOU AND ME AS INDIVIDUALS!  LET US NEVER FORGET THAT THE GREATNESS OF OUR COUNTRY BEGINS WITH EACH ONE OF US AS INDIVIDUALS;

WHAT DO I AS AN INDIVIDUAL DO?  I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE - I DEDICATE ALL OF MY WORLDLY GOODS, MY LOVE, MY DEVOTION, AND EVEN MY OWN LIFE IF NECESSARY;

Don O’Pell:  TO THE FLAG – THIS SYMBOL OF FREEDOM IS NOT SOMETHING TO BE BURNED BY SOME WAR PROTESTER BUT IT IS VERY SACRED TO ALL OF MY FELLOW VETERANS;  NEVER FORGET THAT OUR FLAG IS MORE THAN JUST A CLOTH – IT IS THE SYMBOL OF WHAT WE AS AMERICANS BELIEVE IN!

Don O’Pell:  OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – THAT MEANS THAT WE HAVE ALL COME TOGETHER IN A UNION OF STATES NO MATTER WHAT OUR COLOR OR OUR CULTURE.  

Jason Wellman:  AND TO THE REPUBLIC FOR WHICH IT STANDS – OUR COUNTRY IS NOT RULED BY A KING OR A DICTATOR BUT BY REPRESENTATIVES WHOM WE CHOOSE.   THIS MEANS THE GOVERNMENT BELONGS TO THE PEOPLE AND IT PROCEEDS FROM THE PEOPLE TO THE LEADERS, NOT FROM THE LEADERS TO THE PEOPLE.  

Don O’Pell:  ONE NATION UNDER GOD – YES, OUR FOREFATHERS BELIEVED IN A SOVEREIGN BEING WHO PRESIDES OVER THE AFFAIRS OF MEN AS WELL AS OUR OWN COUNTRY.    MY BELIEF IN GOD IS PART OF MY PLEDGE TO MY COUNTRY AND NO ATHEIST CAN EVER CHANGE THIS PART OF MY PLEDGE.  

Jason Wellman:  INDIVISIBLE – 227 YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE OUR COUNTRY BEGAN AND EVERY STATE IS STILL PART OF OUR COUNTRY.  IN SPITE OF OUR MANY FAULTS WE AMERICANS CANNOT BE DIVIDED FROM THIS GREAT COUNTRY.

Don O’Pell:  WITH LIBERTY – WE HAVE THE FREEDOM TO LIVE OUR LIVES IN A REASONABLE WAY WITHOUT FEAR OF PERSECUTION.  HERE IN AMERICA I CAN WORSHIP THE GOD OF MY OWN BELIEFS; I CAN WORK WHERE I CHOOSE; I CAN LIVE IN ANY STATE I WISH; I CAN BE MYSELF AND KNOW THAT I HAVE RIGHTS WHICH WILL BE PROTECTED BY MY COUNTRY.  WHY?  BECAUSE THIS COUNTRY ALSO PROVIDES FOR: 

Jason Wellman:  JUSTICE FOR ALL – JUSTICE FOR ALL OF US REGARDLESS OF OUR AGE OR OUR INTELLIGENCE OR OUR FINANCES.  THIS MEANS AMERICA IS AS MUCH YOUR COUNTRY AS IT IS MINE. 

Both:  AMERICA, I SALUTE YOU AND I PLEDGE FOREVER MY ALLEGIANCE TO YOU!!!

(They salute the flag and leave.)

(Music now switches to the piano and the children move onto the platform - they face the flag and say: “AMERICA, WE SALUTE YOU, TOO," and salute the flag.  They turn to face the audience, and sing: “MY COUNTRY, TIS OF THEE! Or another song/arrangement of the Robinsons’ choosing.”  They then exit to their parents.)

PROJECTION ROOM AND LISA RUPERT PRESENTATION:  

Lisa Rupert (flute solo) medley of patriotic songs is 3 minutes in length.
*** SHOW  SLIDES 9 - 15 BEGINNING 20 SECONDS INTO LISA’S MUSIC.  EACH SLIDE WILL BE 20 SECONDS IN LENGTH and will be timed by the projection room.***  These slides will show the various flags of our country.  The veterans will rise as their flags are shown.  

(Applause for our veterans and each flag.)
*** SHOW SLIDE 16 ***  

CALL # 4

“The Call To Independence”
(Director:  Stagger the ladies as seen from the audience (7-5-3-1-Betsy-2-4-6) for their speaking parts so that the microphones can be passed from one to the other.  Be sure to start in the middle and work to the left for 7-5-3-1; start on the far right for 2-4-6 and work to the middle with the second microphone.  Betsy will need the cordless microphone and she will be seated in the exact middle of the group.)  

(The Director will need to write on the seat who sits where.)  

(Ladies: wait on children to be seated.  The ladies then rise from various seats in the auditorium and look around as if making certain no one is watching.  As the ladies do so, they  talk LOUDLY TO ONE another with such statements as: "DO YOU SEE ANY REDCOATS?  IS THE COAST CLEAR?"  Remember: any comments will work - be chattering - MAKE THE CONGREGATION AWARE THAT WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT TO DO IS DANGEROUS!!!  You don't want to get caught!)

(Ladies move to the platform talking about the war, is your son still sick, etc.)

#1 (BARBARA SAMMONS):   BETSY ROSS, HOW ARE YOU TODAY?

BETSY (TREVA WILLIAMS):   ME?  I'M RARING TO GO!  WE HAVE A FLAG TO GET FINISHED - ARE YOU LADIES READY TO WORK?

(Ladies begin chattering again - just like you would talk at a quilting bee - did you bring the thread today? where's the needle?)

(The ladies begin work)

BETSY (TREVA WILLIAMS): I GUESS YOU KNOW WHAT THOSE BRITISH REDCOATS WOULD DO IF THEY CAUGHT US WORKING ON THIS FLAG, DON'T YOU??

#6 (DELORES CUMBLIDGE) laughs and says, "MAYBE WE COULD FOOL THEM INTO THINKING WE ARE WORKING ON A BRITISH FLAG!

#3 (REBECCA SCOTT):  WELL, SPEAKING FOR MYSELF, I DON'T CARE IF THEY CATCH ME DOING THIS.  EVERYONE ELSE KNOWS WHICH SIDE I'M ON IN THIS WAR AND I SUSPECT THE BRITISH DO, TOO!!!  ALL I CAN SAY IS HEAVEN HELP THE BRITISH WHEN GEORGE WASHINGTON'S BOYS CATCH UP TO THEM!!

(All voice agreement with this statement.)

#4 (MARY RIGGLE): WELL, HAS ANYONE HEARD ANYTHING NEW ABOUT THE WAR?  

BETSY (TREVA WILLIAMS):  I HEARD SOMETHING THE OTHER DAY THAT MADE ME MORE DETERMINED THAN EVER TO WIN THIS WAR!!!  DID YOU LADIES HEAR WHAT THE BRITISH DID TO NATHAN HALE?

#5 (JEANETTE WHITT):  WASN'T HE THAT NICE, HANDSOME, YOUNG MAN THAT CAME THROUGH TOWN LAST YEAR? 

(All ladies agree that he was the man.)

BETSY (TREVA WILLIAMS):  WELL, I HEARD THE OTHER DAY THAT NATHAN HALE WAS HUNG BY THE NECK UNTIL DEAD.

Ladies in unison:   NO!!! OH, HOW TERRIBLE!!

BETSY ASSERTIVELY: YES, BUT I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT HE DIED A GOOD AMERICAN.  HIS LAST WORDS WERE THESE:  ‘I REGRET THAT I HAVE BUT ONE LIFE TO GIVE FOR MY COUNTRY.’  LADIES, I DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOU BUT THAT'S MY SENTIMENTS EXACTLY.

#2 (LISA GILLIAN):   WELL, LET ME TELL YOU WHAT I HEARD.  I HEARD THAT BENEDICT ARNOLD WHO IS ONE OF OUR TOP GENERALS - I HEARD THAT BENEDICT ARNOLD IS A TRAITOR AND HAS GONE OVER AND JOINED THE BRITISH.

#7 (ANITA MEYERS):  WELL, DID YOU HEAR THE REAL STORY ABOUT HIM?  IT WAS HIS WIFE - HIS NO-GOOD WIFE THAT MADE HIM DO IT!!!  HER FAMILY WASN'T IN FAVOR OF THE WAR!  THEY WANTED US TO JUST LET THE BRITISH RUN ROUGHSHOD OVER US FROM NOW UNTIL ETERNITY!  LADIES,  IF MY SOURCE IS RIGHT THEN SHE'S THE ONE TO BLAME!!!

BETSY (TREVA WILLIAMS):   THAT'S NEWS TO ME BUT DID YOU HEAR ABOUT JOHN HANCOCK?   JOHN HANCOCK’S MY KIND OF AMERICAN!   DID YOU KNOW THAT WHEN HE SIGNED THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE - DID YOU KNOW THAT HE SIGNED HIS NAME IN REAL BIG LETTERS?

#1 (BARBARA SAMMONS):   WELL, WHY DID HE GO AND DO A FOOLISH THING LIKE THAT?

#2 (LISA GILLIAN):   SO THE KING OF ENGLAND WOULDN'T NEED HIS GLASSES, THAT'S WHY!

#3 (REBECCA SCOTT):  I HEARD SOMETHING THE OTHER DAY THAT SURE ENCOURAGED ME.  THIS MAN FROM EUROPE HAS COME TO JOIN GEORGE WASHINGTON AT VALLEY FORGE.  HIS NAME IS BARON VON STUBEN AND HE HAS COME TO HELP TRAIN OUR ARMIES SO WE CAN WHIP THOSE BRITISH REDCOATS!!!

#4 (MARY RIGGLE): HE'S NOT THE ONLY ONE TO JOIN US FROM EUROPE!  I HEARD THE OTHER DAY THAT THIS MAN NAMED LAFAYETTE HAS COME ALL THE WAY FROM FRANCE TO HELP US WIN THIS WAR, AND DO YOU KNOW WHY HE CAME?  WELL, LADIES, DON'T YOU QUOTE HE ON THIS, BUT I HEAR IT'S BECAUSE GEORGE WASHINGTON IS HIS IDOL - NOW THAT'S SOMETHING, ISN'T IT???

#5 (JEANETTE WHITT):  I'LL TELL YOU SOMETHING YOU LADIES DON'T KNOW.  WHILE WE'RE SITTING HERE MAKING THIS FLAG FOR OUR SOLDIER BOYS, THERE ARE SOME OF US WOMEN OUT THERE ON THE BATTLEFIELD!!!!

Ladies in unison:  OH, NO! (All say following at the same time -

Two ladies:  Who would ever have thought of such a thing?

Two ladies:  I never heard of such a thing, have you?

     Two ladies:  Well, that's news to me!!!

#6 (DELORES CUMBLIDGE):  HER NAME IS MOLLY PITCHER AND SHE, ALONG WITH SOME OF THE OTHER WOMEN HAS BEEN CARRYING WATER TO THE MEN ON THE BATTLEFIELD.  WELL, THE OTHER DAY THE BRITISH BROKE THROUGH OUR LINES AND I HEAR THAT A ROUT STARTED.  AND DO YOU LADIES KNOW WHO STOPPED THE ROUT?  NONE OTHER THAN MOLLY PITCHER HERSELF!!!  SHE STOPPED OUR MEN AT THE CANNON AND HELPED THEM STAND THEIR GROUND!!!

#7 (ANITA MEYERS):  YOU KNOW, WITH WOMEN LIKE THAT AND MEN LIKE GEORGE WASHINGTON AND JOHN HANCOCK AND PAUL REVERE AND SAM ADAMS - WITH PEOPLE LIKE THAT, WELL, LADIES, I JUST DON'T SEE HOW WE CAN LOSE THIS WAR - AMEN????

Ladies in unison: 1, 2, & 3: AMEN!!!

4, 5 & 6:   I'll HAVE TO SAY AMEN TO THAT, TOO!

(LOUD KNOCK ON DOOR NEXT TO PIANO)

BETSY (TREVA WILLIAMS):  COME ON IN.  THE LOCK DOESN'T WORK ANYWAY.

(Alex Fraser enters - coonskin hat - backpack - musket – powder keg)

#7 (ANITA MEYERS):  SON, WHAT ARE YOU DRESSED UP FOR?

ALEX FRASER:  MOM, I'VE DECIDED TO GO AND FIGHT THE BRITISH.  I'M GOING TO GO JOIN GEORGE ROGERS CLARK ON THE WESTERN FRONTIER AND FIGHT THE BRITISH THERE.

BETSY (TREVA WILLIAMS):  NOW I KNOW WE'LL WIN THIS WAR!  WHEN OUR YOUNG PEOPLE BELIEVE IN THIS WAR AS MUCH AS WE DO - WELL – THERE’S NO WAY THE BRITISH CAN STOP US NOW!!!  

#7 (ANITA MEYERS):  SON, COME OVER HERE AND PUT YOUR HAND ON THIS FLAG.  THIS IS THE FLAG THAT YOU BOYS WILL BE FIGHTING FOR.  LADIES, LET'S ALL PUT OUR HANDS ON HIS AND MAKE THIS SOLEMN PROMISE TO BOTH THIS FLAG AND TO THIS COUNTRY WHICH WE CALL THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.  IN THE WORDS OF PATRICK HENRY: (ALL IN UNISON SAY:) GIVE ME LIBERTY OR GIVE ME DEATH.
BETSY (TREVA WILLIAMS):   MAY THIS BE ALL OF OUR PRAYERS.   ALEX, GOD BLESS YOU UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN.

(All leave the platform - Son and mother hug for a long time then exit.)

Choir:  

*** SHOW SLIDE 17 ***

CALL # 5

“The Call To National Revival”
(Bible thumper preacher – Joe Bevins - moves to the platform carrying his Bible under one arm. Dressed in white shirt and string tie and perhaps a long black jacket...reminiscent of the 1800’s revival preacher)

JOE:
 THE ROMAN EMPIRE WAS ONCE POWERFUL AND PROUD.  PEOPLE THOUGHT IT WOULD LAST FOREVER.  NO ONE DREAMED IT WOULD EVER FALL BUT IT DID.  IT FELL AND WHEN IT FELL, IT FELL HARD.  WE IN AMERICA SHOULD KNOW THE REASONS WHY THE ROMAN EMPIRE FELL, AND THEN DO SOME SERIOUS THINKING ABOUT OUR OWN COUNTRY.

JOE:  IN 1787 GIBBON COMPLETED HIS MASTERFUL WORK, THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.  IN THAT BOOK, GIBBON GAVE THESE REASONS FOR ROME'S FALL: 

· THE RAPID INCREASE OF DIVORCE WITH THE RESULTANT UNDERMINING OF THE HOME; 

· HIGHER AND HIGHER TAXES AND THE SPENDING OF PUBLIC MONEY FOR FREE BREAD AND CIRCUSES FOR THE PEOPLE; 

· THE MAD CRAZE FOR PLEASURE AND SPORTS WHICH BECAME MORE AND MORE BRUTAL; 

· THE BUILDING OF GIGANTIC ARMAMENTS,

· AND THE DECAY OF RELIGIOUS FAITH WHICH FADED INTO FORMALISM AND BECAME IMPOTENT.

JOE:  I ASK YOU TODAY:   SHALL WE IGNORE  THE CAUSES WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT THE DECAY AND DISINTEGRATION OF ONCE MIGHTY NATIONS?  SHALL WE GO ON TO DISASTER, REFUSING TO REPENT AND RETURN TO THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS?  TODAY THE MESSAGE IS QUITE SIMPLE:  IT IS EITHER REPENT (pause) OR PERISH.  WHICH, FOR YOU, WILL IT BE???

JOE:  HERE, THOUGH, IS THE MESSAGE OF GOD'S WORD:

IF MY PEOPLE WHICH ARE CALLED BY MY NAME, SHALL HUMBLE THEMSELVES AND PRAY AND SEEK MY FACE, AND TURN FROM THEIR WICKED WAYS THEN WILL I HEAR FROM HEAVEN, AND WILL FORGIVE THEIR SIN, AND WILL HEAL THEIR LAND.  MAY THAT BE AMERICA'S CHOICE.

*** SHOW SLIDE 18 ***  (Veterans meet in the vestibule and are properly clothed.  The doors to the auditorium can be opened so they can observe the following scene.)

DUET:  “IF MY PEOPLE” by 

*** SHOW SLIDE 19 ***

CALL # 6

“The Call To The Cost of Freedom – December 7, 1941”
(Prop:  There is an old-fashioned 1930’s radio of Randy McKnight’s on the table and two chairs.  Ruth Lambert is cleaning the house when she suddenly checks the clock – she holds the clock in her hands, exclaims, “OH, MY, I DIDN'T REALIZE IT WAS ALREADY SO LATE!!!  I'VE GOT TO GET MY HUSBAND!!)

(Ruth gets some pots and steps to the imaginary door facing the audience.  She begins banging pans, calling, "RANDY,  OUR RADIO SHOW IS COMING ON!!!  HURRY!  OR YOU'LL MISS IT!”)

(RANDY enters quickly – he is dressed like a 1940 farmer.  Small talk follows about, "WE ALMOST MISSED IT.  RUTH, WEREN'T YOU WATCHING THE TIME?"

(RANDY turns on the radio – the sound room begins the tape of Abbott and Costello.)

RUTH:
I HOPE THEY DO THAT – OH, WHATEVER THEY CALL IT – WHAT DO THEY CALL IT ANYWAY?

RANDY (annoyed):  RUTH, IT IS CALLED WHO’S ON FIRST.  MAYBE BY THE TIME OF OUR 50th ANNIVERSARY YOU'LL HAVE THAT FIGURED OUT.

(They listen to the radio and laugh - after “Who’s on First” the show will be interrupted by an important announcement - they react with bewilderment.)

RANDY:  WHAT CAN IT BE?  I HAVE BEEN IN THE FIELDS ALL DAY - I HAVEN'T SEEN ANYONE OR HEARD ANYTHING - I WONDER, WHAT COULD IT BE???

RUTH:  I HAVEN'T SEEN ANYONE ALL DAY EITHER.  WITH BILLY GONE OFF INTO THE NAVY I DON'T HAVE ANYONE TO TALK TO DURING THE DAY.  I DIDN'T EVEN HAVE THE RADIO ON TODAY.

(The sound room continues to play the tape and the president’s announcement is made.  As soon as Pearl Harbor is mentioned, Ruth grabs at her heart – gasps, "PEARL HARBOR?  BUT WHY?")

(RANDY quiets her - they listen to the rest of the broadcast – the President finishes his speech – the President’s last line is: “I ASK THAT CONGRESS DECLARE THAT SINCE THE UNPROVOKED AND DASTARDLY ATTACK BY JAPAN ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, A STATE OF WAR HAS EXISTED BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE JAPANESE EMPIRE.”    END OF SPEECH – IMPORTANT:  there will now be a pause of about 40 seconds (the sound room keeps the tape running during this time) to allow for the following lines to be said:
RUTH:
 RANDY, WHY DID THE PRESIDENT SAY PEARL HARBOR?   WHAT ABOUT OUR SON, BILLY?  BILLY WAS STATIONED ON THE BATTLESHIP ARIZONA, WASN'T HE???  WASN'T THE ARIZONA SUPPOSED TO BE AT PEARL HARBOR THIS MONTH???  WELL, WASN'T IT?

RANDY:  I BELIEVE SO.  WHERE IS BILLY’S LAST LETTER?

(RUTH HUNTS - finds letter - scans first page - answer is not there - reads 2nd page - says, "HERE IT IS.  MOM AND DAD, I GUESS I'M READY NOW FOR THE VACATION OF MY LIFE.  I WILL BE IN HAWAII IN EARLY DECEMBER ON BOARD OUR BATTLESHIP, THE U.S.S. ARIZONA..…(Repeat slowly) IN HAWAII IN EARLY DECEMBER.  RANDY, THAT IS TODAY!!!!”)

(The radio broadcast resumes - gives further information on Pearl Harbor statistics – at the same time a deeper sense of sorrow enters home - Ruth walks over to the organ and picks up a picture of her son – the people in the congregation do not need to see the picture but they do need to see the frame - they'll guess the rest.)

Ruth repeats over and over:  WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO MY BILLY?  MAYBE IT'S NOT TRUE – MAYBE THERE HAS BEEN SOME KIND OF MISTAKE.

(As the sound room recording finishes there is a knock on the door next to the piano – Tanner Robinson enters and waits just inside the door -

TANNER ROBINSON:  EXCUSE ME, BUT I HAVE A TELEGRAM HERE FROM WASHINGTON, D.C. – FROM THE WAR DEPARTMENT, I BELIEVE.

(RANDY takes the telegram - opens it - reads it to himself - organist begins to play "BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC " SOFTLY)

RUTH:  IT'S ABOUT BILLY, ISN'T IT? (Forcefully) WELL, ISN'T IT???

RANDY NODS and gives her the letter - she reads the letter - buries her head in her hands - the telegram falls to the floor and without further word both they leave the auditorium as the organist increases the volume on BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC.

*** SHOW SLIDE 20 immediately then turn to the next page***  

CALL # 7

“The Call To Remembrance”
Projector Crew:  Slide # 20 with the title of this scene can be shown for only twenty seconds.  You must be prepared to show the next file below.

Note:  Cindy must know how many veterans go left and right so there is no confusion at the front.  (Suggestion:  Give them a note with the letter R and L on the note to indicate their direction.  The veterans will make a line across the front of the church.)  

(LIGHTING:  The front chandelier is turned all the way down.  The veterans enter down the piano aisle - some are in wheelchairs - crippled - wounded – it is these who have fought for our freedom.)

(PROJECTOR CREW:  As soon as you see the first veteran moving down the aisle to the front, please begin the slide presentation titled “A Tribute to Those who Served - 2003.” It is on a timer so it will run until it is finished.  It will begin with an enormous flag and finish with a black slide.  You will then need to immediately switch to the file “We Salute Our Veterans.”)

(Organist continues to play until the veterans have gathered around the altar area - then silence - total silence from all.  We will watch the remaining slides in silence.)

COMMANDER (HOBIE GREENE) TO PASTOR:   BROTHER PASTOR, IT HAS BEEN A PLEASURE FOR ME TO SERVE THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OFAMERICA.  I HOLD IN MY HANDS THE ROLL OF THOSE OF OUR CHURCH NUMBER PLUS THEIR RELATIVES AND LOVED ONES WHO HAVE SERVED THE FLAG AND SERVED IT GALLANTLY THROUGH THESE MANY YEARS.  IT IS WITH GREAT HONOR THAT I NOW PRESENT THIS LIST TO YOU.  ATTENTION!!!

(All of the soldiers come to attention facing the flag as the pastor takes the list – the pastor will pause and allow the comander to put the men at ease.)

INSTRUCTIONS:  

1. Projection Room:  Begin the file titled 2003 List of Veterans – June 30, 2003.  Names are displayed on the screen.)
2. Music:  Two stages:
a. Sound Room:  Play Tracks one and Two on the cd titled “On This Day.”  These tracks total three minutes and four seconds.  

b. Linda will wait until the female singing Track Two finishes then, if necessary, begin playing the chorus of “Battle Hymn of the Republic” until the slide show is finished.  See Pastor T during the practice to determine if this step is still necessary.  It will depend upon how many slides we need to display the names.   

(Upon completion of the slide show: )

Pastor:  IT IS THESE WHO HAVE PLEDGED THEIR ALLEGIANCE TO THIS FLAG - WHO HAVE FOUGHT TO KEEP US FREE.  SOME HAVE FOUGHT AND SUFFERED; OTHERS HAVE FOUGHT AND DIED.  AS WE HAVE ALL LEARNED TODAY, THERE IS A COST TO FREEDOM.  IT IS TO THEM THAT WE PAY THIS SPECIAL TRIBUTE.

(Prayer of thanksgiving by one of the veterans (___________).

*** SHOW SLIDES From SongSelect FOR Battle Hymn of the Republic (Try to use both the piano and organ.  Verses 1, 2, and 4 – the last chorus is sung without both instruments.  As we sing the veterans move to the doors to be recognized by the congregation as the congregation departs.)

PROJECTION:  We will not close with “The Family of God.”  I suggest showing “A Tribute to Those Who Served” again.  Some will linger at the display tables, etc.  Others will wish to see what they missed on the screen.  Use your own discretion on this.
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