DO YOU KNOW WHAT I KNOW?

December 21, 2003
Items needed:  

1. Request that no one be seated under the balcony on the sides.  Rope off these sections.

2. Candles for everyone.

3. Candle display on the communion table from which all of the other candles will be lit.  

4. Two boxes at the rear of the auditorium to collect the candles at the end of the service.  

5. Candles for the pulpit and piano to provide enough lighting for the readers/pianist.

6. Three small flashlights: pulpit for readings, sound technician, and singers.  

7. Microphone at the pulpit for the readers.  

8. Microphone/stand on floor level for singers.  

Announcements.  (Be sure everyone has a candle.) 

Opening Prayer.  (All lights to the entire auditorium are turned off including the Christmas decorations.  Two ladies leave the front row during the prayer and light the candles on the communion table at the front of the church.)

Song:  O Come, O Come Immanuel – _____will sing from the back of the auditorium (auditorium is entirely dark except for the candles on the communion table.)  (No instruments.)  

(Return to your seat.)

(When the song is finished, two ladies light the candles on the pulpit, piano, and singer’s stand.  The ladies then return to their seats.)

Reading and Song by _________:


________ sings:  

“Said the shepherd boy to the mighty King,

Do you know what I know?

Is your palace warm, mighty king?

Do you know what I know?

A Child, a Child shivers in the cold;

Let us bring Him silver and gold.

Let us bring Him silver and gold.”
“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.’”  

In America Christmas is an intense, busy time.  Much of the nation’s economic well-being depends upon the retail sales at this time of the year.  Children’s toys are marketed as must-have items for Christmas morning.  Hollywood turns out movies especially for the holiday season.  Meanwhile, parties in offices, homes, and communities feature special foods, the exchange of gifts, and abundant holiday decorations:  holly, wreaths, evergreen trees, Santa Claus, elves, reindeer, snowflakes, icicles, sleighs, bells, stars, and the like.  

But if you are ever alone, all alone at this time of year, you may be able to hear the various questions of Christmas.  Questions like, “Do you see what I see?”  This is what the wise men asked the great leaders of Israel.  But these great leaders had not seen the star in the east so they had no answer for this important question.  

Or you may hear the question which I just sang:  “Do you hear what I hear?”  The shepherds who heard the glorious angels announce the birth of Christ asked this same question.  The Bible says, “And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.”  

Then what about the question asked by Mary, the mother of Jesus? The Bible says that Mary “kept all these things – all these sayings and wonders and miracles - and pondered them in her heart.”  And so Mary might have asked another Christmas question had she been so bold, “Do you know what I know?  Yes, do you really and truly know what I know?”  

Sing:  

“Said the king to the people everywhere,
"Listen to what I say!
Pray for peace, people, everywhere,
Listen to what I say!
The Child, the Child sleeping in the night
He will bring us goodness and light,
He will bring us goodness and light."
But do you know what I know?
(Return to your seat.)

Reading by __________:  Do you know what I know when I think about Christmas?  Let me tell you what I know because what I know is based upon the very Word of God.  

The people who walked in darkness

Have seen a great light;

Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death,

Upon them a light has shined.

For unto us a Child is born,

Unto us a Son is given;

And the government will be upon His shoulder.

And His name will be called

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of His government and peace

There will be no end,

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,

To order it and establish it with judgment and justice

From that time forward, even forever.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

(Return to your seat.)

Song:  Opening Song of “The Story of Christmas” by the choir.  
Reading by __________:  Do you know what I know when I think about Christmas?  Let me tell you what I know because what I know is based upon the very Word of God.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.   He was in the beginning with God.   All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.   In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.   And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe.   He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.   That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.

 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

One thing I know and that is Jesus is God in human flesh!  
(Return to your seat.)

Song:  Down From His Glory – 
(Return to your seat.)

Responsive Reading by _______:  Do you know what I know when I think about Christmas?  Let me tell you what I know because what I know is based upon the very Word of God.  

I will ask a series of difficult questions to you as an audience.  The answers to these questions will appear on the screen.  Please answer these questions in unison.  Let me first ask the question then you give the answer.    

1. *** SHOW SLIDE 1***  “Pharisees of this audience, what is your criticism of Jesus?”  Audience’s Answer:  “he eats with tax collectors and sinners.”  

2. *** SHOW SLIDE 2***  And you, Caiaphas of the supreme court of Israel, what do you say?”  Audience’s Answer:  “He is a blasphemer because he said, ‘In the future you shall see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power and coming in the clouds of heaven.”  

3. *** SHOW SLIDE 3***  “Pilate, what is your opinion of Jesus?”  Audience’s Answer:  “I find no fault in this man.”  

4. *** SHOW SLIDE 4***  “And you, Judas, who have sold your master for thirty pieces of silver, what charge do you hurl at Jesus?”  Audience’s Answer:  “I have sinned in that i have betrayed the innocent blood.”  

5. *** SHOW SLIDE 5***  And you, soldiers, who nailed Jesus to the cross?  What do you have to say?”  Audience’s Answer:  “Truly this was the Son of God.”  

6. *** SHOW SLIDE 6***  “and what do you demons have to say?”  Audience’s Answer:  “He is the Son of God.”  

7. *** SHOW SLIDE 7***  “What about you, John the Baptist?”  Audience’s Answer:  “Behold, the Lamb of God.”  

8. *** SHOW SLIDE 8***  And you, John, the Apostle?”  Audience’s Answer:  “He is the bright and morning Star, the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the end.”  

9. *** SHOW SLIDE 9***  “Peter, what do you have to say of your Master?”  Audience’s Answer:  “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  

10. *** SHOW SLIDE 10***  “And what about you, doubting Thomas?”  Audience’s Answer:  “My Lord and My God.”  

11. *** SHOW SLIDE 11***  “Paul, you have persecuted Him and His church; what is your testimony?”  Audience’s Answer:  “I count all things but loss for the excellency of knowing Jesus Christ my Lord.”  

12. *** SHOW SLIDE 12***  “Angels of heaven, you know Jesus better than us.  What is your opinion?” Audience’s Answer:  “Unto you is born a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”  

13. *** SHOW SLIDE 13***  “And Eternal Father in heaven, who know all things…tell us what you think.”  Audience’s Answer:  “This is my Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  

14. *** SHOW SLIDE 14***  And all God’s people said, AMEN!  
(Return to your seat.)

VIDEO:  SHOW FOUR MINUTE VIDEO OF THE LIFE OF JESUS FROM THE MOVIE “JESUS OF NAZARETH.”  INCLUDE THE MUSIC WITH THIS SONG.  

Reading by ______:  Do you know what I know when I think about Christmas?  Let me tell you what I know because what I know is based upon the very Word of God.  

There were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!”  And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written:

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

(Return to your seat.)

(VIDEO:  SHOW THE FINAL SONG OF THE PROGRAM WHICH PRESENTS THE CHURCH BANNERS WITH THE NAMES OF GOD.)  
Pastor:  Joy, The Light of the World, Messiah, Mighty God, Wonderful Counselor, The Lamb of God, King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and Jesus, the famous Hallelujah chorus…and even then the half has not yet been told.  

We have asked the question, “Do you know what I know?”  Perhaps an even better question would be, “Do you know who I know?  Do you know Jesus as your Savior, as your Master, as your Friend and Guide?  Perhaps you have never turned away from your sin and turned your life over to Jesus.  

But tonight is the time that you would like to do so.  God is speaking to your heart right now and you are now ready to turn your life over to Him and trust Jesus as your way to heaven.  

Have I just described you?  If the answer is yes then let me lead you in praying to Jesus.  Just say these words with all of your heart and repeat after me.  

(Pastor leads the audience in the sinner’s prayer.)

Pastor:  We will now light our own candle. Our ladies will light the candle on the end of each row.  Please light the candle of the person next to you until all of the candles in your row are lit then Brother ______ will lead us in some of our favorite Christmas songs.  

(Instructions:  The ladies will light their own candles from the large candle in the center of the display.  They will proceed to light the candles on the end of each row.  The ladies will then be seated near the back so they can collect the candles as everyone leaves.)

Music Director (Note:  These songs will not appear on the screen.  The screen produces too much light.):  We are now going to sing some of our favorite Christmas songs without the piano.   At some point I will raise my candle into the air in tribute to my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Please raise your candle at the same time.  

· Silent Night - vs 1, 4

· Away in a Manger - vs 1

· Joy to the World - vs 1, 4

· O Come All Ye Faithful – vs 1, 3 (Director:  Raise your candle high into the air as you begin verse three).
Director leads the audience in extinguishing their candles.

Pastor:  In just a moment we will be dismissed.  Please take your candle to the rear of the church and put it in the box.  May each of you have a very merry Christmas!
Dismissal prayer.  (Lights are turned on during the prayer.)  
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